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Bassetlaw Community Safety Partnership – focus on anti-social behaviour

The Home Office definition of anti social behaviour is  ‘acting in an anti-social manner as a manner that caused or was likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress to one or more persons not of the same household as the complainant'.
The above definition has been adopted in Bassetlaw due to the partnership sharing the same definition.   The response to incidents of anti-social behaviour has progressed since 2003 following the appointment of a dedicated Anti-Social Behaviour Co-ordinator.  Under the direction of the partnership, the Anti-Social Behaviour Co-ordinator has worked with partners to provide a multi agency approach to dealing with reported cases.

Actions taken by partners in response to reported incidents have included a range of enforcement and intervention measures. Since 2003 the partnership has: 

· The first area in the region to use dispersal orders

· Supported the recruitment and funding of six Police Community Support Officers (PCSO’S) 

· Trained and accredited over 20 school teachers in restorative justice techniques

· Invested in technical equipment to use in hotspot locations 

· Introduced designated Alcohol Free Zones in the town centre to prevent the consumption of alcohol in public places.

· Obtained 10 Anti-Social Behaviour Orders (ASBO’s) and issued 35 Acceptable Behaviour Contracts (ABC’s)

· Obtained 2 closure orders on ‘crack houses’
From a preventative perspective, leaflets have been produced to inform members of the public who to contact if they are experiencing anti-social behaviour.  Further measures have included diversionary schemes for young people to divert them away from anti-social behaviour.
Anti-Social Behaviour Orders (ASBO) – Is a civil order obtained through the courts.  An order is for a minimum of two years and imposes conditions on the perpetrator.  Breach of the order can result in a prison term.

Acceptable Behaviour Contracts (ABC’s) - Is a voluntary contract, which is primary used to prevent a young person acting in an anti-social manner.   The contract is issued for six months and whilst is a voluntary contract, if breached provides evidence should an ASBO be sought.

Dispersal Orders - Within the designated area, the police can direct individuals to leave the locality and may be excluded from the area for up to 24 hours. An order can last for up to six months.  

Closure Orders - These enable the swift closure of properties taken over by drug dealers and users of Class A drugs.
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