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Bassetlaw Community Safety Partnership – focus on drugs and alcohol

One of the delivery groups of Bassetlaw Community Safety Partnership is the Drugs Reference Group (DRG).  This group was established to draw together all statutory and voluntary agencies working in the drugs arena covering Bassetlaw.   Since early 2005 the group expanded their remit to also include alcohol and the group was subsequently named Drug Alcohol Reference Group (DARG)

Nottinghamshire County DAAT provides the overall steer in relation to national priorities through all the elements of the National Drugs Strategy, including a performance management framework.  Over the last three years awareness regarding the importance of all elements of the National Drug Strategy (i.e. treatment; reducing supply & availability, young people and communities) has been raised among both the support services and the public alike. This work has been underpinned by the development of the Drug Intervention Programme (DIP) designed to reduce drug related crime. The fall in acquisitive crime in the Bassetlaw / Newark & Sherwood Police Division is testament to the success of the programme (27.23% April-September 2004).   
Direct Access (DA) has been a positive step in the provision of locally based services. DA provides a ‘shared-care’ approach by harnessing the skills and expertise of trained GPs, together with local drug workers. 

The numbers of clients accessing ‘treatment’ has significantly reduced the length and duration of waiting lists. Progress to date has seen performance well inside the baseline set by the National Treatment Agency (NTA) which is 100% by 2008. 

The success of the Rat-on-a-Rat ‘Crimestoppers’ Campaign has significantly helped in the number of drug seizures and arrests achieved by the police. The ‘Rat-on-a-Rat’ Nottinghamshire campaign reported that calls were up by 33% and arrests / activity up by 133% in the year to December 2004. This compares to declines in calls received and arrests / activity reported nationally by Crimestoppers UK.

Key facts and figures in Bassetlaw:

· 481 people accessed treatment services during 2003/2004.  This is the highest number in the county

· 158 new referrals for alcohol treatments services during 2003/2004

· 250 contacts made to the drug intervention programme

· 143 clients receiving local prescribing through the Direct Access initiative in one surgery highlights the benefits of local prescribing
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