BASSETLAW LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

 ECONOMIC REGENERATION THEME GROUP

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 29th July 2002,

 in the Ceres Suite, Worksop Town Hall

Present:
Brian Holdsworth, Jim Molloy, Councillor Graham Oxby,  Councillor Griff Wynne,  Phil Fone, Gill Blenkinsop, Paul Kennedy (observer), George Sycamore, Lucia Lorente, Roger Ranson

Apologies:
Geoffey Hulse, Debi Astle, Michael Carnell, Bob Middleton, Michael McMahon, County Councillor Michael Storey, Kevin Edwards

Chairman:
Gordon Brown 

1.  
Welcome and introductions:













Gordon Brown welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.
Minutes of the meeting held on 11th March 2002: 











The minutes of the meeting held on 11th March were AGREED.

3.
Progress with the Bassetlaw Taskforce key recommendations:

The Group reviewed progress with key recommendations set out by the Taskforce:

A)  Finningley - it was noted that the Government`s consultation documents had               been issued and it was AGREED that a response be made to these.

B)  A1 improvements - John Mann to be contacted with a view to speeding up the decisions on the removal of the roundabouts; meeting to be sought with the Highways Agency.

C) Links to M1 - Brian Holdsworth to raise with colleagues in County Council.

D) Manton Colliery - work advancing on seeking additional funding for further infrastructure; case to be made for future fiscal incentives.

E) ICT/Braodband – working with the Coalfield Alliance to seek funding through the UK Broadband fund to establish a Broadband champion and develop awareness campaigns; concept of a buyers consortium to be raised through the LSP hub.

F) Business Innovation Centre – Business Plan being finalised; bids to be submitted to emda and Coalfield Alliance Objective 2 IFE.

G) Technology Transfer – no progress to report.

H) Food Manufacturing Training Facility – business plan completed and applications                               to be made to emda and Coalfield Alliance Objective 2 IFE (transitional area).

I) Assisted Areas map – no progress to report.

J) Bassetlaw Enterprise Agency – Business Link proposal for Bassetlaw to stimulate new enterprise development under way.

K) PFI – bid for Phase II (Worksop schools) to be submitted September 2002.

L) Skills for Employability Centre – European bid submitted.














In response to the number of proposals arising from the Taskforce seeking European funding, Lucia Lorente set out a briefing note on current progress and potential projects (attached).

4.
Progress with LSP and Community Plan:
Gordon Brown updated the Group on discussions at the recent hub meeting.  

A paper was circulated setting out the work required by the sub-groups in preparing the draft Community strategy.   Giilian Blenkinsop outlined the timetable for the production of this draft.  It was recognised that the work of this group and the Bassetlaw Taskforce would form the strategic objectives but that the action plan would need to be aligned with the format of the other sub-groups of the LSP.

5.
Presentation on the Food Manufacturing Training Facility:

In the absence of Keith Taylor from the Food and Drink Forum, Phil Fone updated the group on progress with this project.  A final business plan was being prepared following further support from the private sector.  Funding applications were to be prepared to emda and the Coalfield Alliance Objective 2 IFE (transitional areas).  A  planning application had been submitted to site the proposed building adjacent to the National Fluid Power Centre.  It was AGREED to support this proposal.

6.
Presentation on the proposed Clumber Park Visitor Centre:
In the absence of anyone from the National Trust, this item was deferred.

7. Bassetlaw District Council – Best Value review of regeneration:                                                                                                                                              Roger Ranson outlined the timetable for the Best Value review.  An         initial meeting had been held to scope the review.  The involvement of external stakeholders was welcomed and it was highlighted when specific contributions would be most appreciated.  It was AGREED to report this regularly to the Group.






8.

Emerging Strategic Sub-regional Partnership:




                              





        Gordon Brown outlined current progress with the establishment of a Strategic Sub-regional partnership for North Derbyshire and North Nottinghamshire.  A shadow board had been formed and was preparing a draft strategy.  This would become operational from October 2002.  Possible relationships with Local Strategic partnerships was under discussion but there was no formal decisions made about this.


9.

Date of next meeting:







                                





      Monday 4th November 2002, at 5pm – venue subsequently agreed as Wilkinsons Head Office, Roebuck Way, Manton Wood , Worksop.


