BASSETLAW LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

 ECONOMIC REGENERATION THEME GROUP

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 11th March 2002,

 in the Ceres Suite, Worksop Town Hall

Present:
Brian Holdsworth, Ian Lodder, Phil Fone, Maggie Crofts, Councillor Griff Wynne, Roger Ranson

Apologies:
Geoffey Hulse, Debi Astle, Michael Carnell, Bob Middleton, Michael McMahon, County Councillor Michael Storey

Chairman:
Gordon Brown 

1.  
Welcome and introductions:













Gordon Brown welcomed everyone to the reconvened meeting of the LSP Economic

Regeneration theme group, which had been put on hold pending partnership working

on the Bassetlaw Taskforce.  It was now thought to be an appropriate time to restart

the group.

2. Progress with the Bassetlaw Taskforce: 











The minutes of the Visioning Group of the Bassetlaw Taskforce together with the

draft strategy and action plan were circulated prior to the meeting.  The group had

been requested to endorse the strategic objectives and action plan and to commend

these to the Hub for inclusion in the draft Community Strategy for Bassetlaw.  This

was AGREED by the Group.  The Group also recognised that further work was

required to quantify baseline positions on several strategic objectives, with a view to

agreeing targets for these objectives.  The draft Action Plan had been given to the

consultants working on the Community Strategy in order that they could provide

some intelligence on appropriate performance indicators to be adopted by the Group.

The Group then reviewed progress with key projects championed by the Taskforce:

A)  Masterplan – consultants appointed and background research under way;

B)  Business start-ups – still concerns over the delivery of the Business Link contract

although Business Link keen to progress “shop front” location in Bassetlaw.  Model of

the Derbyshire Business Link project at Duckmanton suggested as good practice to

follow –  it was AGREED to obtain further details and arrange meeting between

Business Link, BDA and North Notts College to pursue further.

C) Business Innovation Centre – being progressed by BDA, County Council and EMDA on site at Shireoaks Triangle.

D) Schools PFI bid – supported by Taskforce, awaiting detailed decisions to be made.

E) Food Technology Training Centre – planning application submitted; funding proposals being developed for capital costs of approximately £1.3 million.

F) Employemnt Skills Centre – scheme under devleopment by North Notts College.

G) Broadband – recommendation to be made to hub group to utilise combined buying power of local stakeholders to influence provision; bid to be submiytted to access EMDA`s UK Broadband Fund to address both infrastructure provsion and raising awareness.

H) Road Links – lobbying for junction improvements to the A1 and improved links from Worksop to the M! at both junctions 30 and 31.

I) Manton Colliery – consultants recommendation for sub-division of the site, will require further infrastructure provision funded by English Partnerships Coalfields programme.

3.
Progress with LSP and Community Plan:
Gordon Brown updated the Group on discussions at the recent hub meeting.

4.
Relationship with the emerging Strategic Sub-Partnership:

Gordon Brown indicated that the SSP was at an early formative stage and that he

had been invited to be on the shadow board.  It was recognised that Bassetlaw would

need to punch its weight at a sub-regional level, particularly if funding to achieve the 

projects identified in the Taskforce report was to be forthcoming.

5.
Any Further Business:
There was no further business and a next meeting would be arranged in due course.

