                              BASSETLAW LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

                                 ECONOMIC REGENERATION THEME GROUP

Minutes of a meeting held at Wilkinsons Head Office on Monday 4th November 2002, commencing at 5.00 pm.

Present:
Gordon Brown (Chair), James Molloy, Phil Fone, Councillor Griff Wynne, Michael Carnell, David Hurst, Maggie Crofts, Catherine Williams, and Roger Ranson

1
APOLOGIES


Apologies had been received from Brian Holdsworth, David Mather, Geoffrey Hulse 

and Kevin Edwards.

2
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 29th JULY 202

These had been circulated and were agreed as a true record of the meeting.  

3
PROGRESS WITH THEME GROUP KEY ACTIONS

Roger Ranson outlined progress with the key recommendations arising from the Bassetlaw Taskforce report.  It was agreed that these should now become the key actions to be addressed by the Bassetlaw LSP Economic Regeneration theme group.

Significant issues included:

1. Finningley – work under way led by Peel Holdings to put together a draft Training delivery plan by the end of December 2002; further work to be undertaken in conjunction with Peel and partners to consider the supply chain issues emerging from the development of a commercial airport; concerns expressed about the response made by emda to the Government`s consultation on options for the future development of air services in the UK.  It was AGREED that a joint letter be sent from the Chairman of the theme group and the Leader of the District Council to the Chairman of emda regarding their response to the Government`s consultation.

2. A1 upgrade through the removal of roundabouts between Blyth and Markham Moor – the consultation on Blyth had taken place and this was moving forward with statutory procedures.  Consultation on the remaining two roundabouts had slipped from this Autumn until Spring although was still to take place this financial year.  This issue would be taken up when members of the Highways Agency address the next Chamber breakfast meeting.

3. Links to M1 – no progress to report; matter to be referred to County Council regarding inclusion in the Local Transport Plan.

4. Manton Colliery – work was progressing with the economic appraisal by emda/English Partnerships – this was due to go back to both Boards in December.  In the meantime, two enquiries have been received for the majority of the site.  The site has also been put forward to the Alliance for Regional Aid as a potential new Enterprise Zone, although it is uncertain what the current Government position is on further designations.

5. Masterplan/Business Park – the Masterplan study had been completed and all 3 funding partners (District Council, County Council and emda) are considering the next steps to be taken.  It was AGREED to invite Craig Jordan to the next meeting to outline the main findings from the Masterplan.

6. ICT/Broadband – the Broadband Champion for North Derbyshire and North Nottinghamshire, Richard Bell, has now been appointed and is based at North Derbyshire Chamber.  It was AGREED to invite him to the next meeting to outline proposals for infrastructure provision and awareness raising.  The idea of a consortium of potential Broadband users being formed within Bassetlaw to influence provision was referred to the Hub group of the Local Strategic Partnership.

7. Business Innovation Centre – a short presentation was given by Roger Ranson (in David Mather`s absence) on the proposals to establish the Bassetlaw Business and Innovation Centre.  A business plan had been prepared and applications for funding had been made to ERDF (Objective 2) and the Strategic Sub-regional Partnership/emda.  A lengthy discussion followed around the ability of this proposal to deliver a significant change in the local economy, value for money considerations and the availability of match funding, particularly through the SSP/emda, to support the project.  It was AGREED that the full support of the theme group be given to the Bassetlaw Business and Innovation Centre and that further consideration be given to the issues raised in the meeting.

8. Food Manufacturing Training Facility – Phil Fone reported that £720,000 had been agreed by emda to support this project.  Work was now underway to apply for ERDF (Objective 2 transitional programme) to enable the development to go ahead.  

9. Bassetlaw Business Start-Up and Business Support programme – Maggie Crofts reported that an intensive programme of business support had been prepared by Business Link working in partnership with MANSKEP and the BDA.  A full-time business counsellor had been appointed by MANSKEP and is now based within the BDA; a business fair was to be held on 27th November to stimulate potential business start-ups; and a programme of surgeries in the more rural parts of the District was to take place in the New Year.  

10. School PFI initiative – the group noted that a second phase bid wasto be submitted for the schools in the western part of the District.

11. Skill for Employability Centre – Phil Fone reported that ERDF (Objective 2 transitional programme) funding of over £600,000 had been approved for this project

12. Phil Fone reported on discussions that had taken place between the FE Colleges and others regarding the development of additional HE presence across North Nottinghamshire.  It was AGREED to consider this further  at a subsequent meeting. 









RESOLVED (1)

That the progress on the key actions and areas for continued attention form the basis of a presentation to Alan Johnson, DTI Minister when he visits Bassetlaw on 4th December to discuss the Taskforce progress report.


4 DISTRICT COUNCIL BEST VALUE REVIEW OF REGENERATION











  James Molloy, Roger Ranson and Councillor Griff Wynne updated the group on progress with this Best Value review, which is being undertaken to reflect the Council`s strategic commitment to make economic prosperity its top priority.   The involvement of stakeholders in the Best Value process was welcomed and it was AGREED that the draft improvement plan be considered by the Group at a subsequent meeting.
5
PROGRESS WITH LSP AND SSP











               



            Gordon Brown updated the group on progress with both the LSP Hub group and the SSP.  The issue of communication and liaison between the SSP and LSPs was to be considered further by the SSP.  A draft strategy for the SSP had been prepared.  Gordon Brown also referred to the establishment of a Transport sub-group of the LSP; this was likely to cut across different theme groups and the direct involvement from members of this theme group was encouraged.


6
EMDA REGIONAL ECONOMIC STRATEGY














 The consultation from emda on the Regional Economic Strategy was noted and it was AGREED that a response be sent to support the strategy but to seek inclusion of a reference to Finningley and to the potential of developing an aviation cluster in association with Doncaster and South Yorkshire.    


7
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
















         Monday, 13th January at 4 p.m., to be held at Wilkinsons Head Office, Worksop.
 



