                              BASSETLAW LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

                                 ECONOMIC REGENERATION THEME GROUP

Minutes of a meeting held at Wilkinsons Head Office on Monday 13th January 2003, commencing at 4.00 pm.

Present:
Gordon Brown (Chair), James Molloy, Phil Fone, Councillor Griff Wynne, Michael Carnell, David Hurst, Maggie Crofts,  James Busher, Steve Herring, Bob Middleton, Craig Jordan, Catherine Williams, and Roger Ranson

1
APOLOGIES


Apologies had been received from County Councillor Michael Storey, Brian


Holdsworth, Tom Stockwell (James Busher substituting) and Geoffrey Hulse.

2 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4th NOVEMBER 2003





These had been circulated and were agreed as a true record of the meeting.  

3
PROGRESS WITH THEME GROUP KEY ACTIONS

Roger Ranson outlined progress with the key recommendations arising from the Bassetlaw Taskforce report.  It was agreed that these should now become the key actions to be addressed by the Bassetlaw LSP Economic Regeneration theme group.

Significant progress since the last meeting included:

1. Finningley – Training and recruitment delivery plan now scheduled for completion by the end of January 2003. College bid to the LSC Local Initiative Fund for a Finningley Development Worker. Peel have issued OJEC notices with respect to terminal building and other contracts - Chamber has advised its members of potential business opportunities.  A letter has been received by the Chairman from Martin Briggs in relation to concerns expressed by the LSP group regarding emda`s response to the Government`s consultation on options for the future development of air services in the UK - this was circulated to all members of the group.

2. A1 upgrade through the removal of roundabouts between Blyth and Markham Moor – still awaiting details of the proposed consultation exercise for 5 Lanes End and Markham Moor from the Highways Agency.  These are due to take place this financial year and the Bassetlaw Development Agency will offer help and assistance to the Highways Agency in arranging ant events.

3. Manton Colliery – work was progressing with the economic appraisal by emda/English Partnerships – this had been delayed by the need to carry out further investigation of sewerage capacity following comments received from Severn Trent Water Authority.  In the meantime, there continues to be significant interest from at least one source in taking the whole site.

4. Masterplan/Business Park – included on the agenda as a separate item.

5. ICT/Broadband – included on the agenda as a separate item.

6. Business Innovation Centre – awaiting confirmation of matched funding through the SSP which may be spread over two financial years.  Appraisal of the ERDF application progressing well and demonstrating value for money in comparison to similar proposals. 

7. Food Manufacturing Training Facility – Planning application to be considered on 5th February;  ERDF (Objective 2 transitional programme) application submitted.  

8. Bassetlaw Business Start-Up and Business Support programme – separate item on agenda.  

9. School PFI initiative – the group noted that a second phase bid of £103 million was to be submitted for the schools in the western part of the District.

10. Skill for Employability Centre – Phil Fone reported that ERDF (Objective 2 transitional programme) funding of over £600,000 had been approved for this project

11. Phil Fone reported on discussions that had taken place between the FE Colleges and others regarding the development of additional HE presence across North Nottinghamshire; in addition, links with Rother College were under way.  It was AGREED to consider this further at a subsequent meeting. 











4 PRESENTATION ON BROADBAND/SUB-REGIONAL IT STRATEGY











       In the absence of Richard Bell, this was deferred to a subsequent meeting of the group.
5
BACKING BASSETLAW BUSINESS  SUPPORT PROGRAMME








               


     Steve Herring informed the group of progress with the above initiative which had been developed through the Bassetlaw Taskforce.  An active group of partners including Business Link, MANSKEP, Nottingham Business Venture and the BDA had been established to develop and implement a pilot action programme, funded through Business Link.  A copy of the action plan was circulated to the group and comments invited.   A business counsellor (Trevor Kerr) was now in place based in the BDA and to date an encouraging number of new business contacts were being advised.  A programme of advice surgeries was to follow later in the New Year.
6
BASSETLAW TASKFORCE MASTERPLAN














 Craig Jordan presented the outcomes of the consultants work on the Masterplan of employment sites and premises following the Bassetlaw Taskforce.  A briefing note was circulated setting out the policy context, economic review of Bassetlaw, land and premises overview, rural overview, and suggested future land and premises strategy.  This focused on the opportunities for further inward investment; the need to support the premises requirements of existing and new starter businesses; the scope for exploiting Finningley; rural issues; and proposals for Worksop town centre.  A discussion followed around the scope for further development along the A1 corridor; the strengths and weaknesses of the rural economy; and further action for Worksop town centre.  The next stage for the District Council and other partners will be to incorporate the recommendations from the Masterplan into the Local Plan review and other regeneration strategies.  In view of the importance of the Local Plan review, Craig Jordan was invited to attend future meetings of the group on a regular basis.

7 DISTRICT COUNCIL BEST VALUE REVIEW OF REGENERATION








             

       James Molloy advised the group that the review had been deferred pending consideration by the District Council of the introduction of a comprehensive corporate performance assessment and related budgetary considerations.  It was still intended to consult with the group once a draft improvement plan was in place.


8 PROGRESS WITH THE LSP AND THE COMMUNITY PLAN











           Gordon Brown updated the group on progress with the LSP.  The next meeting of the hub group was due to take place on 4th March; in the meantime, an awareness campaign through the local press was under way.
 





9 PROGRESS WITH SSP

















           Gordon Brown updated the group on progress with the SSP.  Budgets had been agreed by the Board and were awaiting comment from emda.   The SSP were seeking greater flexibility on SRB spend priorities and the capital/revenue split for the single capital pot was 80/20 for 2004/05, 60/40 for 2005/06, and 30/70 for 2006/07.  Three key issue groups had been established covering environment f or business, infrastructure/premises, and skills and learning;  in addition,  there are two groups looking at rural/tourism issues and a quality of life strategy.



10 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
















                   Reference was made to the "New Business New Life" event promoted by emda.  It was AGREED that the Bassetlaw Development Agency would undertake some local publicity to encourage local businesses to visit the event.










 





11 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

















       A programme of dates was set for the year; these are to start at 4.00 p.m. with the venue to be determined (although a preference was expressed for Wilikinsons Head office, subject to availability !!).  Agreed future meeting dates are:


     
10th March 2003








12th May









14th August









8th September









10th November 








9th January 2004





