BASSETLAW LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

ECONOMIC REGENERATION THEME GROUP

Wilkinsons Head Office, Worksop: Monday 21st July 4:00pm

MINUTES

Present

Gordon Brown (Chair)

Paul Bagshaw (Retford Local Area Forum)

Philip Fone (North Nottinghamshire College)

Roger Ranson (Bassetlaw District Council)

Catherine Williams (Bassetlaw DC)

Cllr Griff Wynne (Bassetlaw DC)

Paul Kennedy (Trades Union Council)

Craig Jordan (Bassetlaw DC)

Kevin Cooper (Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council)

Bob Middleton (Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council)

Peter Meadows (Alliance SSP Investment Project Manager)

David Simms (JobCentrePlus)

1. Apologies

Apologies had been received from Brian Holdsworth (Nottinghamshire County Council), Maggie Crofts (Business Link Notts), Geoffrey Hulse (Notts Chamber of Commerce), James Molly (Bassetlaw District Council), Phil Sibson (Aquila)

2. Minutes of the Meeting held on 23rd June 2003

The minutes had been circulated and were agreed as a true record of the meeting.

2.a) Matters Arising

· The list of project applications submitted to the SSP Integrated Bidding Round had been compiled and forwarded to East Midlands Development Agency

· An offer letter had still not been received from the SSP for the ‘Single Pot’ contribution to the Business Innovation Centre

Action: Roger Ranson to pursue this with Andrew Street

· Error on Item 7 of minutes – the consultation event for the Worksop Masterplan was held in July and not September.  CJ reported that efforts have been made to engage the local media and press in promoting the Masterplan project and a website has been established (www.worksoprenaissance.com)

· Further to the Planning Department’s presentation on the Local Plan Review at the last meeting, a representation had been made from GB

· The Chair noted the contribution of the retail sector to local economic development and GDP and highlighted the need to discuss support of this sector at SSP level.  RR linked this in with the need for the SSP to consider support of town centre revitalisation through environmental improvements etc. and more generally the Market Towns Initiative Programme

3. Presentation from Peter Meadows: SSP Investment Project Manager

Peter outlined the aims and objectives of this project, which is seeking to develop a co-ordinated approach to both encouraging inward investment, and retaining investment from existing employers within the sub-region.  There are a number of strands to the project which include building a database of the business base within North Notts and North Derbyshire and using this as part of a package of incentives to encourage business investment.  The ultimate aim of the project is of course job creation but there is now recognition that the quality of jobs is a priority.  The project is due to run until December 2005.

4. Progress with the Bassetlaw Taskforce – verbal update on key recommendations

RR gave an update on key projects within the action plan:

a) Manton Colliery: Progress is being made on securing development of this site with continuing strong interest from a single end-user

b) Business Innovation Centre: In addition to the issue raised under Item 2a), it was reported that a Partnership Agreement has been drafted between County and District Councils

c) Food Technology Centre: Extra access will be required during construction, which should begin within weeks.

d) Employability Skills Centre: Construction to begin before Christmas.  Support from the LSC still required

e) Schools PFI scheme: Pauline Elliott now represents Bassetlaw District Council on Project Board and planning applications have been submitted for three of the new builds.

Other Projects

· LIFT project: This project will develop new primary care facilities in Harworth and Retford

· Accessibility Planning Pilot: This project is ongoing – initiated by Department for Transport and being undertaken by Nottinghamshire County Council to examine access to work issues in Bassetlaw with a view to feeding recommendations into the 2005 Local Transport Plan

5. Bassetlaw District Council Best Value draft Improvement Plan for Regeneration

The Plan will be submitted to Cabinet at the end of August for approval.  RR commented that there was a final opportunity for partners to comment on the plan.

Action: CW to e-mail all Sub-Group members and ask for comments to be submitted by 5th August

6. Update on Broadband Issues

The group noted that raising awareness of Broadband was a priority for the work of the SSP Broadband Champion and also noted that the SSP Action Plan for Broadband still requires development.

A study on e-adoption in the East Midlands has been produced

BM reported that the RCC are looking to develop virtual town centre portals to encourage ICT usage in rural communities.  KC explained how this was tied in with the project application for Bassetlaw Rural Enterprise Development

PB noted that work was underway to examine a website development for Retford as part of the Market Towns Initiative

Action: The group to support a way forward for developing the Retford website

7. Progress with LSP Community Strategy

A Community Strategy summary document has been circulated both to partners and the general public.  

The next LSP Board meeting is on 23rd October 2003

8. Progress with SSP including Bidding Round for Expressions of Interest

RR reported that Expressions of interest had been submitted from Bassetlaw District Council for 2 projects:

1. Top Flight: a project relating to Finningley which would include the creation of a dedicated Development & Marketing Officer who would be the first point of contact for all SSP partners on the Finningley development.  Also included in the bid was some extra training resource, awareness raising with local businesses and public transport feasibility study

2. Bassetlaw Rural Enterprise Development: This project will extend and build on the work undertaken through the Rural Retailers project through including Misterton and a specific ICT initiative in partnership with Notts Rural Community Council

The Environment for Business Issue Group is due to meet on 1st August to consider and endorse Expressions of Interest

9. Any other business

· Public Transport: PK raised the issue of public transport and reported that  a meeting had been held with GNER and the Chamber of Commerce specifically looking at Retford station and services to Retford. PK also noted that specific transport issues were also considered by other LSP sub-groups and that transport was evidently a cross-cutting issue therefore the LSP needed to clarify how action should be taken

Action: RR to raise this with Gill Blenkinsop, LSP Co-ordinator

· BM noted that a review of the Sustainable Food and Farming Strategy had been issued and that the RCC would be commenting on this

10. Date of next meeting

Date of the meeting is Monday 10th November at 4:00pm at Worksop Town Hall
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