BASSETLAW LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

ECONOMIC REGENERATION THEME GROUP

Wilkinsons Head Office, Worksop: Monday 23rd June 4:00pm

MINUTES

Present

Gordon Brown (Chair)

Paul Bagshaw (Retford Local Area Forum)

David Mather (Notts CC)

Geoffrey Hulse (Notts Chamber of Commerce)

Roger Ranson (Bassetlaw District Council)

Catherine Williams (Bassetlaw DC)

Derek Hodgkins (North Notts College)

Cllr Griff Wynne (Bassetlaw DC)

Michael Carnall (Bassetlaw Area Chamber of Commerce)

Craig Jordan (Bassetlaw DC)

Chris Telford (Bassetlaw DC)

1. Apologies

Apologies had been received from Tom Stockwell (Jobcentreplus), Bob Middleton (Notts RCC), Maggie Crofts (Business Link Notts), Phil Fone (North Notts College – Derek Hodgkins substituting)

2. Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th March 2003

The minutes had been circulated and were agreed as a true record of the meeting

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th May 2003

The minutes had been circulated and were agreed as a true record of the meeting.  Paul Bagshaw noted that he had been present – attendance list to be amended accordingly.

4. Progress with the Bassetlaw Taskforce – verbal update on key recommendations

Roger Ranson outlined progress with the key recommendations, now forming the LSP Economic Regeneration Action Plan.  Significant issues included:

a) Finningley: Dealt with under Agenda Item 5.

b) A1 upgrading: No further developments to report – next stage will be consultation on 5 Lanes End and Markham Moor roundabout improvements

c) Former Manton Colliery site: Negotiations continue between emda and one firm enquiry.

d) Enterprise Zones: Alliance for Regional Aid has published a case for a successor to Enterprise Zones, which was discussed at an event with Gordon Brown MP in May.  

e) Business Park: Previous issues around land ownership that had delayed progress at Gateford Common have now been partially resolved, with the entire site now under one ownership.  Bassetlaw District Council will approach Ronald Machin regarding the future of the site and establish next steps.

f) Masterplan: Craig Jordan and Chris Telford to give presentation on the Local Plan Review under Agenda Item 7
g) Broadband provision and awareness raising: Further to the production of the Broadband strategy, Roger Ranson had contacted emda and the Broadband Champion about the timescale of an action plan to move the project forward.  The group agreed that information be sought from the Broadband Champion about planned actions.
h) Business Innovation Centre: David Mather informed the group that all funding for the project had now been approved, although the County Council was still awaiting an offer letter from the SSP.  The offer letter for ERDF funding was in place.  The timescale for construction is to begin on site in October 2003 with build complete by June 2004 and a planned opening in Autumn 2004
i) Food Technology Centre: Derek Hodgkins confirmed that the project funding package was in place and the timescale for development is to begin on site in September 2003 for completion in February 2004
5. Finningley Update

Roger Ranson reported that a very positive and well-attended meeting had been held on 18th June with partners from across the SSP and West Lindsey.  The meeting had been a useful opportunity to share information, co-ordinate activity and identify gaps that could be addressed by the SSP in partnership with South Yorkshire.  Supply chain issues particularly needed to be addressed.  The meeting agreed that an expression of interest be submitted to the SSP Bidding Round for a co-ordinated action plan for Finningley.

6. Bassetlaw District Council Best Value Improvement Plan for Regeneration

A copy of the draft Improvement Plan had been circulated.  Roger Ranson highlighted the key themes in the plan and summarised the process by which the plan had been produced.  The meeting agreed to consider the plan in more detail at the meeting in July

7. Bassetlaw Local Plan – issues report

Chris Telford, Senior Planner gave a presentation to the group on the process for developing the next Local Plan for Bassetlaw.  Partners were invited to make representations to the District Council as part of the Issues stage.  It was agreed that the LSP Economic Regeneration Group would make a representation to the District Council regarding Finningley Airport, as part of the Local Plan consultation.

Craig Jordan raised the Regional Planning Guidance that was out for consultation and highlighted the District Council’s draft response to this.  In particular, greater consideration of Finningley Airport will be called for.

8. Worksop Town Centre Issues

The Worksop Masterplan project is underway with a consultation event planned for September.  

9. Progress with LSP Community Strategy

Nothing further to report

10. Progress with SSP

Gordon Brown informed the meeting that an integrated bidding round for Expressions of Interest to the SSP has been launched, with a deadline of 18th July for submissions.  There is an underspend this year of around £3million in addition to slippage on existing projects, therefore projects that can spend before March 2004 will be given priority.  Workforce development within the Learning and Skills theme is particularly under committed.

Andrew Street is now in post as Chief Executive for the SSP.  A meeting between the SSP and Chairs of Local Strategic Partnerships from the sub-region is to be arranged to build working relations and ensure that strategic priorities are co-ordinated at all levels.  The former Coalfield Alliance Board will become a scrunity/reference group to the SSP, in order to encourage wider membership and engage all LSPs.

11. Any other business

No items raised

12. Date of next meeting

Date of the meeting is now Monday 21st July at 4:00pm at Wilkinson’s Head Office
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