                              BASSETLAW LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

                                 ECONOMIC REGENERATION THEME GROUP

Minutes of a meeting held at Wilkinsons Head Office on Monday 10th March 2003, commencing at 4.00 pm.

Present:
Gordon Brown (Chair), Phil Fone, Brian Holdsworth, Michael Carnell, David Hurst, Paul Bagshaw, Craig Jordan, Denise Haslam (guest from emda) and Roger Ranson

1
APOLOGIES


Apologies had been received from Councillor Griff Wynne, James molloy, Bob Middleton, Tom Stockwell and Geoffrey Hulse

2
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 13th JANUARY 2003

These had been circulated and were agreed as a true record of the meeting.  


The chairman noted that the meeting date  for January 2004 should read: 12th.

3
PROGRESS WITH THEME GROUP KEY ACTIONS

Roger Ranson outlined progress with the key recommendations arising from the Bassetlaw Taskforce report.  It was agreed that these should now become the key actions to be addressed by the Bassetlaw LSP Economic Regeneration theme group.

Significant issues included:

1. Finningley – still awaiting planning decision;  draft Training delivery plan prepared and core group established to oversee this; further work to be undertaken in conjunction with Peel and partners to consider the supply chain issues emerging from the development of a commercial airport.

2. A1 upgrade through the removal of roundabouts between Blyth and Markham Moor – consultation document issued by the Highways Agency circulated at the meeting; public exhibition held and deadline for representations in May.

3. Manton Colliery – further market testing to be carried out by emda pas a result of the interest shown to date.  This to be evaluated before the economic appraisal seeking additional capital funding is progressed.  House of Commons launch of new enterprise zones  by Alliance for Regional Aid/ now delayed until May 2003.

4. Masterplan/Business Park – Local Plan issues report circulated – to be debated further at the next meeting of the theme group.

5. ICT/Broadband – Broadband strategy for the SSP produced  - copies available from Roger Ranson if required.

6. Business Innovation Centre – funding now in place: start on site late summer-autumn this year with a view to be open for business in September 2004.

7. Food Manufacturing Training Facility – Phil Fone reported that planning permission had now been granted and that it was hoped to open the centre in January 2004.  

8. Bassetlaw Business Start-Up and Business Support programme – launch of roadshows to towns and villages in Bassetlaw .  

9. School PFI initiative – the group noted that a second phase bid had been successful, creating PFI credits of £179 million.  It was recognised that this would be a substantial investment into the District and therefore raised similar supply chain issues to Finningley.

10. Skill for Employability Centre – Phil Fone referred to the Bassetlaw Skills Fair, championed by the LSP education and lifelong learning group, to be held at the Fluid Power Centre on 15th May. 









RESOLVED (1)

That the progress on the key actions be noted.


4 PRESENTATION ON BRAODBAND/IT BY RICHARD BELL






                                                                                 In the absence of Richard Bell, this item was deferred.  The Chairman agreed to give a copy of the SSP Broadband strategy to Roger Ranson – this would be made available to members on request.







 

5
PROGRESS WITH LSP ACTION PLAN











               



            Gordon Brown referred to the appended action plan – this was discussed by the group and it was agreed that Roger Ranson would complete the pro-forma.  This was to be circulated with the minutes.  The LSP has established a web-site: www.visionbassetlaw.net.


6
WORKSOP TOWN CENTRE











             
         It was noted that emda had approved funding for a Worksop town centre masterplan study which would be managed by the District Council.  The matter regarding traffic access to Bridge Place was to be re-considered by the Worksop Town Centre Management Board.  It was AGREED that in effect the Worksop Town Centre Management Board should be a sub-group of the LSP economic regeneration theme group.    


7 DISTRICT COUNCIL BEST VALUE REVIEW OF REGENERATION


                                                                           





      It was AGREED that the draft improvement plan would be presented to the                   theme group once it was available for consultation.








8  
SSP PROGRESS

Gordon Brown advised the meeting that an appointments panel had been established to seek a new private sector chairman for the SSP.  The SSP Business Plan had been approved by emda.

9
DATE OF NEXT MEETING





















Monday, 12th May 2003 at 4.00 pm – to be held at Wilkinsons Head Office   

