BASSETLAW LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

ECONOMIC REGENERATION THEME GROUP

Worksop Town Hall: Monday 10th November 2003

MINUTES

Present

Cllr Griff Wynne (Bassetlaw DC) – Interim Chair

Roger Ranson (Bassetlaw District Council)

Catherine Williams (Bassetlaw DC)

Craig Jordan (Bassetlaw DC)

Cllr Michael Storey (Nottinghamshire County Council)

Ken Aldred (Nottinghamshire County Council)

Michael Carnall (Bassetlaw Area Chamber of Commerce)

1. Apologies

Apologies had been received from Maggie Crofts (Business Link Notts), Geoffrey Hulse (Notts Chamber of Commerce), Pauline Elliott (Bassetlaw District Council), Phil Fone (North Notts College)

2. Minutes of the Meeting held on 21st July 2003

The minutes had been circulated and were agreed as a true record of the meeting.

2.a) Matters Arising

RR noted that an invitation to tender for the Business Innovation Centre project is due to be issued imminently with a view to beginning works on site in Spring 2004.

3. Discussion of Chairperson

GW noted the resignation of Gordon Brown from the Board and Theme Groups of both the Local Strategic Partnership and the Strategic Sub-Regional Partnership.  The group acknowledged the excellent work undertaken by Gordon in chairing this group and his commitment to the regeneration of Bassetlaw.  GW highlighted the need to recruit a permanent replacement who would Chair the LSP Economic Regeneration Group and sit on the LSP Board.

The group agreed that this person should be a private sector representative to maintain the balance of organisations on the LSP Board.  3 avenues for recruiting a Chair were discussed:

1. To approach the Chamber of Commerce:

2. Approach key employers in Bassetlaw

3. General advertisement in local media

KA noted that all three approaches would serve the a wider objective of encouraging participation in the LSP as well as recruiting a Chair.

Action: Cllr Wynne to speak at the beginning of the next Chamber Breakfast meeting to invite nominations from local businesses
Action: Economic Development Team to approach key employers in Bassetlaw for nominations, issue press release and speak at the next Bassetlaw Chamber Council meeting

MS confirmed that a letter of thanks had been sent from the LSP to Gordon Brown.

4. Update on Local Strategic Partnership Action Plan

Finningley: The training and recruitment plan has been finalised as part of the Section 106 agreement and has the approval of partners in North Nottinghamshire and South Yorkshire.  A Development & Marketing Officer post has been created as part of the Economic Development & Tourism restructure within the District Council.  In the first 3 years, this post will concentrate on capturing the benefits of Finningley for the North Derbyshire and North Notts sub-region and a bid for funding to support this post is currently under appraisal by the SSP.  The bid also includes a public transport study and awareness raising roadshows for residents and businesses.

Town Centre Management: A Town Centres Manager post for Worksop and Retford has been created as part of the Economic Development & Tourism restructure within the District Council.  This post will also line manage the Market Towns Action Plan Managers in Retford and Harworth-Bircotes.

Rural Retailers Projects: A bid to extend this project is currently being appraised by the SSP, and has in principle support.  Recruitment for a Rural Retail Manager is currently underway following the resignation of the previous post-holder.

Food Technology Centre: Work has started on-site and the centre is on schedule to open by Spring 2004

Drivers for Change project: An independent evaluation of the project has produced an extremely positive interim report on the project which is setting the foundation for a continuation of the Enterprise Champion posts across the sub-region

Backing Business in Bassetlaw: Nottinghamshire Business Venture has launched their operation in the North of the County, enabled through a contract with Business Link.  The group noted that it will be crucial that the LSP and District Council push for equal support in Bassetlaw as the other North Notts Districts.  MS also highlighted the need to link in with the Enterprise for All project

Social Enterprise: Simon Taylor from the County Council’s new Social Enterprise team will be attending the next Regeneration Initiatives Group meeting to explore activity in Bassetlaw

Business Innovation Centre: All funding is now in place and the Centre is due for completion by Autumn 2004

Broadband: Nothing further to report

Manton Colliery: An announcement on the current enquiry is expected at the end of November

A1 Improvements: Nothing further to report

Public Transport Links: The District Council has held a meeting with the Property Manager of GNER to explore options for the development of vacant commercial space at Retford train station.  The condition of the subway near the station is still of cause for concern.  The group discussed the importance of public transport improvements to other key objectives and projects within the Action Plan and agreed that as well as a co-ordinated approach to lobbying on this issue, a shared vision needed to be established for the whole LSP.  It was suggested that the LSP host a meeting for interested parties to establish a vision on public transport.  Following this a meeting can be held involving MPs and train operating companies to lobby for improvements.

Action: Bassetlaw District Council to co-ordinate a date for a ‘visioning’ meeting on public transport.  This meeting will be followed up with an engagement of the key players in developing an action plan

SSP Investment project: Progressing well

External Funding: Bassetlaw District Council’s External Funding Strategy has been drafted.
Tourism: The Economic Development & Tourism restructure includes separating out the ‘information’ (Tourist Information Centres) and ‘development’ (the new Development & Marketing Officer post) aspects of tourism.  The District Council is also involved in the regional and county based discussions on tourism and looking at the Destination Management Partnership model.  
5. Verbal update on Worksop Town Centre Masterplan

CJ provided an overview of the Masterplan, commissioned by the District Council through funding from East Midlands Development Agency.  The plan will produce a vision for Worksop Town Centre based on a number of themes.  So far, Urban Practitioners have undertaken a SWOT analysis and consultation with key agencies and members of the public.  Project proposals have been drafted and a public consultation meeting on the draft Masterplan recommendations is to be held on Saturday 22nd November from 1:00pm – 4:00pm at the Lion Hotel, Worksop.  The timetable for the approval of the Masterplan is the end of 2003.

6. Update on the Community Strategy

A summary document has been circulated to partners outlining the key objectives within the Community Strategy.  The final detailed strategy document is still to be published

Action: CW to circulate a copy of the Community Strategy summary document with minutes

7. Update on the Strategic Sub-Regional Partnership (SSP)

RR reported that the SSP had lost a large number of the SRB programme staff during the Autumn.  The group also noted discontent among partners, particularly Local Authorities about communication and organisation within the SSP, particularly following the recent bidding round and that Local Authorities need to gather together to look at how the SSP will deliver its programme.  

8. Retford Website

Agenda Item postponed until next meeting.  

Action: RR/CW to discuss with Paul Bagshaw and invite Steve Brown, Head of Customer Services for BDC to the next meeting.

9. Any other business

GW informed the group about a project being developed by a local church to create a town centre community centre in Worksop, which would include arts provision.  Funding options for the community element of the project are being explored.  The project is being linked in with the Worksop Masterplan.
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