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Attending:

Jane Moffett (Chair)

Octagon Design & Marketing

Ken Aldred


Nottinghamshire County Council

Councillor Barry Bowles
Bassetlaw District Council (Cabinet Member for Economic Regeneration)

Michael Carnall

Bassetlaw Area Chamber of Commerce

Kevin Cooper

Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council

Nicola Corbett

North Nottinghamshire College

Matthew Dudley

Alliance SSP Broadband Manager

David Hurst


Retford Chamber of Trade

Craig Jordan


Bassetlaw District Council (Planning)

Paul Kennedy

Trades Union

Michelle Le Calvez

Bassetlaw District Council (Ec Dev)

Joanne Lindley

Bassetlaw District Council (Policy)

David Mather


Nottinghamshire County Council

Sue Nattrass


Business Link Nottinghamshire

Roger Ranson

Bassetlaw District Council (Ec Dev & Tourism)

Ian Ward


Nottinghamshire County Council

Catherine Williams

Bassetlaw District Council (Ec Dev)

1.
Welcome and Apologies

JM welcomed Cllr Barry Bowles to the meeting and also Sue Nattrass, who will now be representing Business Link Nottinghamshire.

Apologies had been received from Julie Wade (North Nottinghamshire Business Ventures), Paul Bagshaw (Retford Local Area Forum), Pauline Elliott (Bassetlaw District Council), Geoffrey Hulse (Nottinghamshire Chamber of Commerce).

CW reported that following consultation with the Sub-Group Chairman,  Nottinghamshire Business Ventures had been invited to join meetings on the basis of their increased work in North Nottinghamshire and the Backing Business in Bassetlaw programme.

2.
Minutes of last meeting and matters arising

The minutes of the meeting on 12th May were agreed as a true record.

RR reported that a meeting to discuss transport issues relating to Robin Hood Airport had taken place as MleC is working with the County Council to progress a feasibility study into bus transport options.  It was suggested that the “visionary” exercise would be better progressed through the existing BLSP Local Transport Plan group, which already brings together key players in this field


Action: Jo Lindley to raise through BLSP LTP group

BB informed the group that he sits on the Nottinghamshire Community Transport Partnership

CW and JL are working together to organise a joint meeting between representatives from the Economic Regeneration and Education and Skills sub-groups of the LSP.  The focus for the meeting will be the Learning and Skills Council’s Strategic Area Review.

The Worksop Town Centre Masterplan has been endorsed by Bassetlaw District Council Cabinet and will be progressed through an Implementation Group, which will report back to the BLSP Economic Regeneration Sub-Group.

Government Office has viewed the Taskforce Report update and is happy for this to now be forwarded to Patricia Hewitt.

3.
Presentation from David Mather on the Business Innovation Centre
DM presented the latest designs and aspirations for the project, now officially called “The Turbine” and invited comments and discussion from partners (A copy of the presentation is enclosed with these minutes)

The meeting discussed:

· the sustainability of the project.  DM explained that this has been assessed as part of the business planning for the Centre and the experience of the Mansfield I-centre has been extremely positive

· the site selection.  There is now limited employment land availability in Bassetlaw.  Gateford Common had been explored as an original public/private partnership for the Centre was being discussed.  As this could not be progressed, Shireoaks Triangle was the clear option.

· the challenges of adjacency to South Yorkshire and associated Objective 1 funding for businesses.  DM explained that the centre is more than just managed workspace – it is a highly supportive innovation centre for knowledge-based businesses which should attract significant interest.  There have been cases of businesses moving to Worksop from South Yorkshire (for example Laser Cladding Technology based on Shireoaks Triangle).

· Links with Higher Education

JM thanked DM and IW for their attendance and presentation

4.
Priority Projects:

a) Broadband in Bassetlaw

MD from the Alliance SSP explained his role to the group and updated partners on broadband availability in Bassetlaw.  BT have committed to enable all exchanges by June 2005 and are trialling an extended reach programme for certain areas not within the existing exchange radius.  NTL have also been in discussions with companies on the Manton Wood Enterprise Park and Wilkinsons and are looking to bring their broadband services to Shireoaks Triangle and Claylands Avenue Industrial Estate.

RR observed that more work needed to be done on awareness raising on the benefits of broadband as regional campaigns had not reached Bassetlaw.

b) Tourism

BB reported that he is now a member of the Board for the Destination Management Partnership, Experience Nottinghamshire.  At a recent Board meeting, Experience Nottinghamshire had expressed a commitment to developing activity and support in North Nottinghamshire.  BB also reported that the Tour of Britain cycle race would take place on 3rd September with the East Midlands section travelling from Bakewell to Nottingham via Derby and Leicestershire.

PK enquired about the status of Bassetlaw District Council’s Tourism Strategy.  RR reported that the draft Strategy had never been formally endorsed by Cabinet as other developments had overtaken it (e.g. Regeneration Best Value Review and advent of Destination Management Partnerships).

5.
Current Projects Update

RR presented the Economic Regeneration Action Plan quarterly update paper.

MleC updated the group on the Top Flight project.  A series of business awareness raising events are being planned for Autumn 2004 to offer local companies information on business opportunities in the airport supply chain.  

NC updated the group on the North Nottinghamshire College projects.  The handover of the Food Technology centre has now taken place and is scheduled to open in September.  The Employability Skills Centre is under construction but currently 4 weeks behind schedule.

6.
Update from Local Strategic Partnership

JL relayed information to the group on cross cutting LSP activity currently underway.  A website has been launched (www.visionbassetlaw.net) and partners were invited to submit comments and suggestions for the site to JL.  A paper will be considered at the next LSP Board meeting which recommends the establishment of a Community Empowerment Network to improve community engagement with the LSP.  Subject to this approach being ratified by Bassetlaw voluntary and community organisations, the Network would have a seat on the LSP Board and would be co-ordinated and led by the Social and Community Sub-Group.  Bassetlaw District Council’s Policy team is leading on the development of a robust performance management system for the Community Strategy and action plans within.

7.
A.O.B

CW suggested that the State of Bassetlaw Report produced in 2000 be updated by commissioning a research study into the current economic features of the District and providing a SWOT analysis that will be able to guide the future work of the LSP.  This work was approved by the Group.

8.
Dates of 2004 meetings

Wednesday 8th September, 3:00pm, Assembly Room, Worksop Town Hall

Wednesday 3rd November, 3:00pm, Venue to be arranged
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