BASSETLAW LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

ECONOMIC REGENERATION SUB-GROUP

4 March 2004

3PM – 5PM

WORKSOP TOWN HALL

Present:

Ken Aldred 

Nottinghamshire County Council

Michael Carnall 
Bassetlaw Area Chamber of Commerce

Maggie Crofts 

Business Link Nottinghamshire

Bob Dean 

Bassetlaw District Council

Philip Fone 

North Nottinghamshire College

David Hurst 

G Hurst & Sons

Paul Kennedy 

Trades Union Council

Bob Middleton 
Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council

Jane Moffett 

Octagon Design & Marketing

Roger Ranson 
Bassetlaw District Council

Catherine Williams 
Bassetlaw DC

1. Apologies

Apologies had been received from Geoffrey Hulse (Notts Chamber of Commerce), Cllr Griff Wynne (Bassetlaw District Council), James Molloy (Bassetlaw District Council), Brian Squires (Business Link Nottinghamshire)

2. Election of Chairperson

Following the previous meeting, the vacant position of Chairman for this Sub-Group had been promoted at various business networking events to seek nominations from the private sector.  RR introduced Jane Moffett to the Group as Jane had expressed her interest in becoming Chairman.  Jane manages her own design and marketing company in Worksop Town Centre and is Vice President of the Bassetlaw Area Chamber of Commerce.  RR expressed the District Council’s confidence in Jane and nominated her to the Chairman’s post.  This was seconded and agreed unanimously by the meeting.  

Jane Moffett assumed the Chair of the Economic Regeneration Sub-Group.

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 21st July 2003

The minutes had been circulated and were agreed as a true record of the meeting.

3a. 
Matters Arising
RR noted that the proposed visioning meeting to discuss Public Transport with key agencies had not yet been progressed.  The group agreed that this is still a priority issue and links with other Local Strategic Partnership groups need to be made. PK suggested that to progress this issue, a named officer should be identified to be a focal point for co-ordination.  RR also highlighted that the ‘Top Flight’ bid approved by the Alliance SSP included a Public Transport feasibility study on the back of developments at Finningley Airport and that this initiative would be a means of engaging the County Council’s Public Transport team in Bassetlaw.

Action: Bassetlaw District Council to progress organisation of a Public Transport ‘Visioning’ meeting including representatives from County Council, District Council (including LSP Co-ordinators), Chamber of Commerce, JobCentrePlus and the Rural Community Council’s Community Transport Officer

4. Update on Local Strategic Partnership Action Plan

Finningley: RR noted that the funding application to the Alliance SSP for the ‘Top Flight’ project had been approved and recruitment of the Development & Marketing Officer is underway.  Partner organisations have been invited to participate informally in the second interviews.  There has been large interest in North Nottinghamshire College’s ‘Taxi to Success’ programme with approximately 400 people enrolled to date.  South Yorkshire Learning and Skills Council are funding the refurbishment of ‘Meteor House’ which will be a One Stop Shop for education, training and recruitment issues for the airport. 

Town Centre Management: The initial advertisement for the Town Centres Manager post did not generate a good response therefore the District Council are looking at options for the post again.

Food Technology Centre: PF reported that construction of the Centre is progressing, although slightly behind schedule at the moment

Rural Economy: RR reported that the Village Shop project offering grant support to those small businesses providing a unique retail service to rural communities has now finished and suggested that the Group may want to think about whether any future projects are needed to support the rural economy.  

Business Innovation Centre: The partnership agreement between the County Council, Bassetlaw District Council and the Alliance SSP is in place but the whole project is slightly behind schedule.  Nottinghamshire County Council would like to hold an awareness raising event with local partners to discuss how the Centre might operate and how business support agencies can be involved.

A1 Improvements: BD reported that the timetable for the removal of roundabouts on the A1 is slipping and a meeting is scheduled for 5th March which BD is attending relating to the timetable for improvements.

Action: BD to feedback to the Partnership following the meeting on 5th March about A1 improvements
Tourism: RR reported on the development of a County-wide Destination Management Partnership which will mean “Experience Nottingham” extending its remit to cover the whole of Nottinghamshire.

5. Update on the Community Strategy

RR informed the group that the full version of the Community Strategy had been approved by full Council on 3rd March.  An interim progress report will be produced for each Sub-group’s Action Plan to be released at the Bassetlaw Skills Fair on Thursday 20th May in Retford Town Hall.  The theme for this year’s Skills Fair is ‘Learning Together’ and the event will provide an opportunity to showcase the work of the Local Strategic Partnership.  The continuing impact of the Community Strategy will be measured by annual reports published in December each year.

RR highlighted the progress that had been made on key projects recommended by the Taskforce.  BM suggested that the focus of future agendas for the Economic Regeneration Sub-Group should be on priority projects that the Partnership still need to address and will maximise the expertise and knowledge of all partners involved in this Theme Group 

Action: All partners to feedback to Bassetlaw District Council on priority projects that they would like to see addressed by the Group in 2004/05.  The agenda for the next meeting will be structured around this ‘brainstorming’ exercise

6. Update on the Strategic Sub-Regional Partnership (SSP)

RR updated the Group on the latest changes at the Alliance SSP.  A full team is now in place structured around the three themes of Enterprise and Innovation, Transport and Infrastructure and Employment and Skills, and also a cross-cutting Sustainable Communities Group.  A Business Services Manager and team are in place to work on the Investment Project.  Local Authorities will be able to attend Board meetings, in an observing capacity if they do not have membership (which will be rotated between District Councils).  Both County Councils will have a seat on the Board.  

The Alliance SSP are adopting a Commissioning approach to disseminate the funding available, instead of the traditional ‘bidding rounds’.  RR suggested that the LSP could have a brainstorming session on ideas for the SSPs future Commissioning rounds in 2005/06.

The SSPs involvement in the Local Strategic Partnership still needs to be addressed.

7. Retford Website

Item deferred to future meeting

8. Worksop Town Centre Masterplan – final recommendations

A copy of the final recommendations of the Worksop Town Centre Masterplan was circulated to the group (and is also available to view at www.worksoprenaissance.com).  The implementation of the Masterplan now needs to be progressed.  Worksop Town Centre Management Board has not met recently pending the publication of the Masterplan and membership of this Board will now be reviewed to encourage a more balanced representation of public, private and voluntary sectors.  PK raised a concern that accessibility issues did not appear to be fully addressed in the Masterplan.

9. Local Plan review

BD updated the Group on the Local Plan review.  The Issues Stage was complete which had generated many representations from individuals, groups, businesses and parish councils the future Local Plan.  As a result of this stage, a Development Strategy consultation document has been produced outlining the four broad options for a Spatial Strategy, which will guide how the Local Plan is structured.  

Action: A copy of the Options Appraisal leaflet to be circulated to partners

10. Broadband in Bassetlaw

There are two issues that need to be addressed in relation to Broadband: awareness raising of the benefits and actual supply and availability in Bassetlaw and progress on both has been limited.  Partners were aware of businesses on Shireoaks Triangle who were unable to access Broadband and as the site was to be the home for the new Business Innovation Centre, a capacity assessment would be required for the site.  It was agreed that Broadband is a priority issue for the Economic Regeneration Group and should be included on the agenda for the next meeting for further discussion.

BM informed the Group that the Rural Community Council had accessed funding for a Broadband Champion to work in rural communities.

11. Any other business

BD reported that the District Council is recruiting a Heritage Officer who will be responsible for progressing the Townscape Heritage Initiative in Retford.  In the interim, consultants will be processing grant applications submitted under the THI scheme.

DH requested information on the former Bevercotes Colliery site and whether there was any development pending or interest in the site.

12. Date of next meeting

Meeting dates for the remainder of 2004 were agreed:

Wednesday 12th May at 3:00pm in Worksop Town Hall

Wednesday 14th July at 4:00pm

Wednesday 8th September at 4:00pm

Wednesday 3rd November at 4:00pm
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