BASSETLAW LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

ECONOMIC REGENERATION SUB-GROUP

12 May 2004

3PM – 5PM

WORKSOP TOWN HALL
Present:

Jane Moffett (Chair)
Octagon Design & Marketing/ Bassetlaw Area Chamber of Commerce

Michael Carnall 

Bassetlaw Area Chamber of Commerce

Kevin Cooper 


Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council

Maggie Crofts 


Business Link Nottinghamshire

John Dowson 


Nottinghamshire Chamber of Commerce & Industry

Philip Fone 


North Nottinghamshire College

David Hurst 


Retford Chamber of Trade 

Michelle Le Calvez 
Bassetlaw District Council (Economic Development & Tourism)

Craig Jordan 


Bassetlaw District Council (Planning Services)

Paul Kennedy


Trades Union Council

Roger Ranson
Bassetlaw District Council (Economic Development & Tourism)

Cllr Michael Storey 

Nottinghamshire County Council

Catherine Williams 
Bassetlaw District Council (Economic Development & Tourism)

Cllr Griff Wynne
Bassetlaw District Council (Cabinet Member for Economic Regeneration)

1. Apologies

Apologies had been received from Geoffrey Hulse (Notts Chamber of Commerce) James Molloy (Bassetlaw District Council), Pauline Elliott (Bassetlaw District Council), Bob Middleton (Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council)

2. Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th March 2004

The minutes had been circulated and were agreed as a true record of the meeting.

2a. 
Matters Arising
RR noted that on the Public Transport issue, a contact at the County Council had been identified and through this a meeting would be progressed to look at the public transport ‘vision’ for Bassetlaw in the next three weeks.  

Michelle Le Calvez was introduced to the Group, Michelle has taken up the role of Development & Marketing Officer through the “Top Flight” project and will be working on capturing the economic benefits of the Robin Hood Airport for North Nottinghamshire & North Derbyshire.  Michelle reported back on a Bus Services Quality Partnership meeting in which the County Council invited input from partners on aspirations for public transport in North Nottinghamshire.  

MCa asked whether the model of a high quality bus route in Doncaster could be progressed in Bassetlaw to link Worksop and Retford to Robin Hood Airport.  RR highlighted the discussions ongoing with cross-border partners including the South Yorkshire PTE around access and public transport issues and the current option of a bus interchange facility at “Parrots Corner” which would feed in to the Airport.  Bassetlaw is also pushing for the staff bus service to the airport to cover this District.

Action: Bassetlaw District Council to progress organisation of a Public Transport ‘Visioning’ meeting including representatives from County Council, District Council (including LSP Co-ordinators), Chamber of Commerce, JobCentrePlus and the Rural Community Council’s Community Transport Officer

DH asked if any comparable studies into public transport had been undertaken for other regional airports within the UK as demonstrating demand for the services would be key to persuading the County Council and commercial operators to improve transport links to Robin Hood Airport.  RR highlighted that Robin Hood airport sits on the edge of not only Local Authority but County and Regional boundaries and as such is a unique case and extensive cross border partnership working is needed to include the whole catchment area of the airport.  MS highlighted that many rural bus services are heavily subsidised by the County Council and in these cases commercial viability needs to be balanced against the need to provide services for rural communities.

3. Priority Projects
a) Broadband in Bassetlaw
Matthew Dudley is the new Broadband Manager for the Alliance SSP covering North Derbyshire and North Nottinghamshire.  Whilst he was unable to attend the meeting, he had agreed to meet with Economic Development staff to discuss his role and how Bassetlaw might benefit from this resource.

Action: Bassetlaw District Council to meet with Matthew Dudley and feedback to the Partnership

MCr highlighted the recent Alliance SSP Project Commissioning Round, which had included as part of the Enterprise and Innovation projects the delivery of integrated high speed broadband capacity to the Business Innovation Centre Network.

MCa asked whether a ‘statement of fact’ could be produced highlighting the actual broadband coverage in Bassetlaw and clearly outlining the issues for the partnership.  It was agreed that this could be discussed with the Alliance SSP Broadband Manager but that there are known cases where theoretically locations are within range of the BT exchanges but companies are still unable to get broadband. 

b) Skills

RR outlined how the focus for economic development in Bassetlaw is shifting from job creation at the time of the Taskforce to increasingly concentrating effort on workforce development and skills as unemployment levels have decreased.  It was recognised that the partnership must also retain the objective of working to address unemployment and under-employment among hard to reach groups.  This presents a new challenge for the Partnership.

PF reinforced the message that the pattern of employment in Bassetlaw has shifted substantially in recent years with a particular concentration in the food manufacturing, construction (including plumbing) and logistics sectors and the opportunities offered by Robin Hood Airport.  This shift is reflected in the increase in staff employed by the College to provide training and development work in these sectors.

JM higlighted the issue now faced by many small businesses in recruiting staff with the required skills, which would potentially be exacerbated by the increase in jobs available particularly through the Robin Hood Airport and B & Q Distribution Centre developments.

GW proposed a joint visioning meeting with the Education and Skills Sub-Group through which this evident challenge and shifting focus of priorities could be discussed.

PF also suggested that increasingly the role of partners in workforce development will be to provide a brokerage service for specialist skills training as Bassetlaw does not provide the critical mass required for this level of provision.  Organisations will need to establish a sophisticated information structure for training in addition to direct delivery.

JM proposed that more should be done to encourage and support work-based training.  PK restated the Trades Union aspiration for high quality manufacturing jobs in Bassetlaw to build on the traditional industrial economic base in the District.  RR highlighted the developments in the logistics and distribution industry in recent years, which now require highly skilled, quality employees as well as offering low-skilled employment.

It was noted that the Bassetlaw Skills Fair would be held on Thursday 20th May and was an opportunity to showcase the work of the LSP as well as encouraging discussion of the issues raised in the meeting.

c) Idle Valley Project

PF outlined the project aimed at developing a flagship site to promote sustainable development and safeguard the wildlife value of the Sutton and Lound SSSI.  The project offers the opportunity to develop education and visitor facilities on the southern end of the site and contribute to local regeneration.  Partners involved in the project development so far include Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust, Nottinghamshire County Council, Bassetlaw District Council, North Nottinghamshire College, Environment Agency and Tarmac who are the current landowners. (A summary of the project is enclosed with these minutes).

Feasibility work has already been carried out by David Harris of ADAS.  PK highlighted the importance of the project for the Local Strategic Partnership and asked that partners in the Economic Regeneration Sub-Group gives thought to how they might be involved and ideas for contribution towards the project development.  PK suggested that as part of the visitor centre development a Pilgrim Fathers exhibition could be incorporated.

KC highlighted a pilot project the RCC are involved with that is working with disaffected young people through angling and other sporting activities and suggested an opportunity as this project is rolled out to link in with activities delivered on the Idle Valley site.

MleC suggested picking up the Robin Hood theme within the tourism activities particularly with the recent naming of Robin Hood Doncaster Sheffield airport.

d) Worksop Town Centre Masterplan

CJ outlined the development of the Masterplan and signposted partners to the dedicated website www.worksoprenaissance.com.  The report contains many exciting project ideas and offers a number of opportunities to progress the development of Worksop Town Centre.  The Masterplan is still to be approved by Bassetlaw District Council members and following this an implementation group will be established to take projects forward and work with the Worksop Town Centre Management Board.  

RR reported that District Council officers have met with the new owners of the Priory Centre and have plans to meet with British Waterways, both of whom are keen to be involved in progressing the recommendations of the Masterplan.

JM asked about what funding opportunities were available to enable the implementation of key projects.  RR reported that the issue of town centre development had been raised at recent discussions with the Alliance SSP and it was also suggested that funding is potentially available for environmental improvements linked with pedestrianisation schemes through Nottinghamshire County Council

e) Public Transport

It was agreed that this had been addressed under Agenda Item 2a).

4. Current projects update

CW drew partners’ attention to the draft Bassetlaw Taskforce Update report that the Economic Development Team had developed.  The aim of the document is to highlight the achievements of the partnership since the original Taskforce recommendations were produced in 2001 and ultimately to feed back to Central Government on the successes of partnership working towards economic regeneration in Bassetlaw.

Action: Partners were asked to review the report and feed back comments to Catherine Williams before the next meeting in July

5. Update on the Strategic Sub-Regional Partnership (SSP)

The group were informed about a consultation exercise planned in May by the Alliance SSP. Two events are scheduled to take place on Friday 14th May at Ringwood Hall in Chesterfield and on Friday 21st May at the Fluid Power Centre in Worksop which would offer partners an opportunity to feed ideas in for future commissioning rounds.  The workshops during the events will be structured around the themes of Enterprise and Innovation, Transport and Infrastructure, Employment and Skills, Sustainable Communities and Inward Investment.  It was noted that links between the SSP and LSPs still needed to be improved.  The latest commissioning round closed for applications on 30th April and MCr reported that a joint proposal from Business Link Derbyshire and Business Link Nottinghamshire had been submitted under the Enterprise and Innovation theme.

GW reported that the membership of the Board had been restructured and from November 2004, Cllr Graham Oxby will represent Bassetlaw District Council on the Board.  The Alliance SSP are also looking for private sector representatives to become involved at Board level.

6. Any other business

PK highlighted that 2008 would see the 400 year anniversary of the Pilgrim Fathers’ departure from Bassetlaw and suggested that this offered an excellent promotional and tourism opportunity.  It was agreed that preparation for this celebration should begin well in advance and that an agenda item at the next meeting should be devoted to brainstorming ideas for this project.

PK also highlighted the need to maximise the opportunities offered by the TransAtlantic route through Robin Hood Airport, which is unique to northern England.  RR reported that discussions with Doncaster MBC regarding tourism opportunities were ongoing and that he had proposed a tourism sub-group that would sit under the Transport & Economy group.

MCa enquired as to the latest progress on the Retford Townscape Heritage Initiative.  CJ reported that a Conservation Officer is being recruited to manage and deliver both the Retford THI and Worksop HERS schemes.

It was reported that there was a current inward investment enquiry for the former Bevercotes colliery site and that the Economic Development team would provide further information to the partnership when available.

MCa enquired about what projects were happening to support the development of the rural economy and suggested that the District Council and wider Partnership consider supporting the VIRSA initiative (Village Retail Services Association).  The group agreed to include support for the rural economy on the agenda for the next meeting.

MS updated the group on progress with the Schools PFI initiative and primary school improvements.  Currently 2 preferred bidders have been short-listed and the final preferred bidder should be selected by September 2004.  The current timetable is for the Retford and Tuxford schools to be rebuilt by 2006.

RR agreed to seek an update on progress with the Business Innovation Centre project and feed back at the next meeting

7. Date of next meeting

The date of the next meeting will be Wednesday 28th July at 3:00pm (please note that the time of the meeting has been changed to 3:00pm as the majority of partners indicated a preference for this time)
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