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PARTNERSHIP





Attending:  
Councillor Barry Bowles    
Bassetlaw District Council

(Acting Chair) 
(Cabinet Member for Regeneration)

Ken Aldred
NCC

Phil Fone
North Notts College

Derek Hodgkins
NCC

Craig Jordan



Bassetlaw District Council (Planning)

Paul Kennedy


Worksop & Retford Trade Unions

Michelle Le Calvez


Bassetlaw District Council (Ec Dev)

Joanne Lindley


Bassetlaw District Council (Policy)

Sue Nattrass



Business Link Nottinghamshire

Rachel Quinn 


Nottinghamshire RCC

Roger Ranson 


Bassetlaw District Council

George Sycamore


Bassetlaw District Council (Tourism)

1.
Welcome and Apologies

It was noted that Jane Moffett had given her apologies for this meeting due to other commitments.  Councillor Barry Bowles had agreed to act as Chair for the meeting.

Apologies were received from:

Jane Moffett (Chair), Octagon Design & Marketing; Geoffrey Hulse, Notts Chamber of Commerce.

2.
Minutes from the last meeting on 8 September and Matters arising

The minutes were agreed as a true record.

It was noted that there is a BIC Steering Group meeting this week, and the issue of NN College involvement was raised.  It was agreed a meeting with PF was needed.

It was noted that progress on the Idle Valley project had been discussed at the last Board meeting.

Following the email from Catherine regarding dates for the meetings with Hull Trains and GNER regarding Retford Train Station – the Hull Trains meeting had taken place.  The company were keen for development and further talks would be arranged.

3.
Discussion on tourism in Bassetlaw

It was noted that the Tourism Strategy commissioned in 2002 that was circulated with the Agenda was merely a discussion aide and had not been approved by the Council.  GS gave a brief verbal presentation on the current situation regarding tourism in the District gave a background information as to how the issue had been addressed previously.

This is the third Strategy that has been produced – the first was about 10-12 years ago for internal purposes, and the second was produced while we had no Tourism Officer in post.

Experience Nottinghamshire will be doing an Economic Impact Study to assess the impact of Tourism on the county’s economy.  They are also addressing Tourist Information Centres (TICs), and Nottingham City is now opening its branch on Sundays.  This will then be rolled-out across the county.

Potential Tourism generators for the future could be the British Cycle Race as this would provide an opportunity for ‘over-night stay’ income.  In addition the idea of a Pilgrim Father’s Centre with educational facilities has been muted several times in the past.  This could have renewed interest with the anniversary celebrations in future years.  It was also noted that tourism leaflets circulated by local churches could also be an alternative source of publicity, as promoted by the Minister of Southwell Diocese, who is a lecturer at Nottingham Trent University

4.
Feedback from joint meeting between Economic Regeneration and Learning & Skills Sub-Group
JL gave feedback on the joint meeting and explained the outcomes of the discussions.  SN gave feedback on the BLN contribution to the meeting and the report presented by Karen Weston.

It was agreed that a working group, including members of both groups should be created to address the issue.  Volunteers were SN (BL Notts), PF (NN College), RR (BDC) –other members may be needed.

Copies of the minutes, reports and PowerPoint presentation given by Brian Peto, LSC Nottinghamshire, to be circulated with the minutes of this meeting.

5.
Current projects update

MC updated on progress at Robin Hood Airport.  Business Awareness Events linked to the Airport will be held on 25 November.  There will be a speaker from Liverpool John Lennon Airport, a speaker from Robin Hood airport and Karen Hodgson from Directions Finningley.

NCC reported that the BIC was on target for the new completion date, and should be operational by April 2005.  NCC are appointing a Centre Manager and a Marketing Plan is under development.

B&Q is due for completion at the end of 2005/ Spring 2006.  Jobcentre Plus are in close contact with Julie Bowling from Exel regarding recruitment.

PF reported that the Food Technology Centre is now open, and is already very busy with courses/ bookings for facilities.  The Employability Skills Centre is due for completion in December 2005.

SN reported on developments with BLN.  Worksop Business Club is now operational and a second meeting has been set up.  A meeting will be held on 29 November on tailored support for the Textile Sector.  The Business Club for Retford is next meeting on 14 January 2005.

6.
A.O.B


General BLSP/ Community Strategy

JL asked members of the partnership for ideas on case studies of successful projects to be included in the Local Strategic Partnership’s Annual Report.  The following case studies were agreed:

· Backing Business in Bassetlaw Campaign – Sue Nattrass/ Roger Ranson to supply

· Rural Business development/ support – Sue Nattrass/ Rachel Quinn to supply

· Rural Retailers Project – Nick Vass to supply

· Worksop Town Centre Masterplan – Craig Jordan to supply

Future projects should include:

· Experience Nottinghamshire

· Workforce Development (working jointly with Learning & Skills)

· Creation of an Integrated Transport System, and general transport improvements in the area.

JL also reminded members that there will be a feedback conference for the whole LSP in May 2005.

Gamston Airport

It was noted that this was another potential area for development that was potentially underused at present.  This was particularly important due to the downgrade proposal for Sheffield City Council to include Business flights and helicopters only.  Contact had been made with Peel at Sheffield and we would be kept informed with future developments.

Tourism

There is now a Tea Room at the Harley Gallery, funded in part through the Objective 2 Programme.

Developments on Chesterfield Canal – ‘Cuckoo Dike’, area only has 1 Cuckoo left.  Chesterfield Canal Trust is seeking Heritage funding to recreate a Cuckoo Boat.  This has many potential marketing opportunities.

7.
Dates of 2005 meetings 
Wednesday 5 January, 3pm – 5pm, Ceres Suite, Worksop Town Hall

Wednesday 9 March, 3pm – 5pm, Venue TBC

Wednesday 4 May, 3pm – 5pm, Venue TBC

Wednesday 6 July, 3pm – 5pm, Assembly Room, Worksop Town Hall

Wednesday 7 September, 3pm – 5pm, Ceres Suite, Worksop Town Hall

Wednesday 9 November, 3pm – 5pm, Ceres Suite, Worksop Town Hall
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