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PARTNERSHIP





Attending:

Jane Moffett (Chair)

Octagon Design & Marketing

Ken Aldred


Nottinghamshire County Council

Debi Astle


Business Link Nottinghamshire

Councillor Barry Bowles
Bassetlaw District Council (Cabinet Member for Economic Regeneration)

Phil Fone
North Nottinghamshire College

Geoffrey Hulse
Nottinghamshire Chamber of Commerce & Industry

Craig Jordan


Bassetlaw District Council (Planning)

Paul Kennedy

Trades Union

Michelle Le Calvez

Bassetlaw District Council (Ec Dev)

Joanne Lindley

Bassetlaw District Council (Policy)

James Molloy

Bassetlaw District Council (Chief Executive)

Roger Ranson

Bassetlaw District Council (Ec Dev & Tourism)

George Sycamore

Bassetlaw District Council (Tourism)

Catherine Williams

Bassetlaw District Council (Ec Dev)

1.
Welcome and Apologies

Apologies received from Sharon Oakton and Tom Stockwell (JobCentrePlus), Sue Nattrass (BLN – Debi Astle substituting), Julie Wade (NNBV), Rachel Quinn (Notts RCC), Michael Carnall (Bassetlaw Area Chamber of Commerce)

JM also notified the group of the resignation of Paul Bagshaw (Retford Local Area Forum) from the Local Strategic Partnership.

2.
Minutes from the last meeting on 28th July and Matters arising

The minutes were agreed as a true record.

PK commented on the Business Innovation Centre project and reiterated concerns about both its location and limited partnership involvement in the development of the project. He felt that partners should have been notified much earlier of the decisions being made about the project.

JM observed that the Business Innovation Centre project was in support of the development of SMEs in Bassetlaw, which are key to the development of the local economy.

3.
Current projects update

PF updated the group on the Idle Valley project – architects are being invited to submit ideas for the educational building with the objective of submitting an application for outline planning permission

CJ informed the group that the Heritage Economic Regeneration Scheme (HERS) in Worksop and the Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI) in Retford are now underway and recent presentations have been held to inform the public and partners about the initiatives. (Post meeting note: the contact for these schemes in Ruth Connolly, BDC Planning Services, 01909 533396)

MleC updated the group on work around the Robin Hood Airport development.  A cross-border Tourism Action Group has been establishing to exploit opportunities from incoming visitors to the region and a series of awareness raising events to inform businesses about the business opportunities emerging from the airport will commence late Autumn.  In addition PF informed the group that Lufthansa have announced their decision to establish a training centre with support from Yorkshire Forward, South Yorkshire LSC and Nottinghamshire LSC.  Engineering/maintenance apprentices will be recruited from across the country.

PK and MC had met to discuss the progression of transport issues as previously discussed by the group.  Hull Trains have been approached to encourage the expansion of their services to Retford.  JM and GH informed the group about two meetings with train operating companies organised by the Chamber of Commerce.  A meeting with Hull Trains is to take place in Retford and a meeting with GNER is scheduled in Newark.

RR picked up on PK’s observation regarding the Business Innovation Centre project and suggested that a more detailed partnership discussion on the project could be incorporated into a future meeting.  JM stressed the need for provision of premises in Worksop Town Centre for small businesses and RR suggested that the Worksop Town Centre Masterplan would be the vehicle for addressing this need.

4.
Presentation from John Heeley, Experience Nottinghamshire
John Heeley was welcomed to the meeting and presented to the group on the emerging structure and role of Experience Nottinghamshire.  The discussion following the presentation included the following points:

Q. What does Experience Nottinghamshire see as the major attractions in Bassetlaw for short break and day visit potential?  What links can be fostered with Robin Hood Airport?

JH – EN are aware of the massive potential offered by the airport development and are working towards maximising this in partnership with other organisations.

Q. Will EN be involved in provision of tourism facilities and accommodation or do they see their role as purely marketing?

JN – EN has primarily a marketing role and does not see its function as direct provision of facilities and accommodation

Q. Will EN have any funds to support or sponsor events or tourism initiatives? JN – No development budget available

Q. What role will EN have with regard Tourist Information Centres?

JN – EN envisage a “hub and spoke” approach with a central City Centre Information Centre and information points or manned centres across the rest of the County

PK raised a general concern that in wider partnerships, the interests of Bassetlaw tend to be marginalized.  Due to the District’s position it is imperative to recognise cross border links.

Q. Can EN give assurances that they will work with partners across county and regional boundaries?

JN – Acknowledged diversity and agreed that all partners must be involved.  His position is that market and industry principles govern and not administrative boundaries.

The anniversary of the Pilgrim Fathers voyage is approaching in a few years time and PK asked for EN involvement in laying the foundations for maximising the tourism potential of this event.

GS stressed the importance of keeping Bassetlaw tourism operators involved and maintaining communication links with the private sector.  He also highlighted the changes to tourism at national and regional level through the demise of regional tourist boards and the introduction of Destination Management Partnerships and increased role of Regional Development Agencies in tourism.

5.
Discussion on Tourism in Bassetlaw

Due to time constraints it was agreed to postpone this item until the next meeting.  It was agreed that the draft Bassetlaw Tourism Strategy be circulated to the group to guide the discussion.  All outcomes and conclusions from this discussion will be fed back to EN as a basis for encouraging a more proactive marketing of Bassetlaw.

6.
A.O.B

JL asked members of the partnership for ideas on case studies of successful projects to be included in the Local Strategic Partnership’s Annual Report.  There will be a feedback conference for the whole LSP at the end of the year.  JL is also organising a joint meeting between the Economic Regeneration and Learning and Skills Sub-Group and the LSC has been invited to present the results of their Strategic Area Review for Bassetlaw to initiate discussion at this meeting.

BB highlighted the tourism and visitor opportunity that the cycle Tour of Britain could offer if encouraged to come to North Nottinghamshire in future years.

7.
Date of next meeting
Wednesday 3rd November, 3:00pm, Worksop Town Hall
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