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PARTNERSHIP





MINUTES
Attending:  
Councillor Barry Bowles (Chair)
Bassetlaw District Council
Celia Morris



Nottinghamshire County Council

Daniel Watson


Bassetlaw District Council

David Hurst



PDH Developments

Gillian Blenkinsop


Bassetlaw District Council

Ken Aldred



Nottinghamshire CC

Lianne Evans


Chair of Environment Sub Group

Nikki Corbett



North Notts College

Roger Ranson  


Bassetlaw District Council


Sue Crosby



Nottinghamshire Business Link

1.
Welcome and Apologies

Apologies were received from:

Geoffrey Hulse


Notts Chamber of Commerce

Joanne Lindley


Bassetlaw District Council

Paul Kennedy
Retford & Worksop Trades Union Council

Dale Dudley
Job Centre Plus

2.
Minutes from the last meeting in April 2005 and Matters arising

The Minutes were agreed as a true record.

3.
Local Area Agreements – Celia Morris, Head of Learning and Economic Initiatives
Nottinghamshire County Council is part of the second round of LAAs. LAAs are a government initiative to help deliver real benefits to communities by centralising resources and bringing together key local partners to improve local services. This also includes simplifying the number of funding streams from central government and focussing on a core set of targets/outcomes.

The LAA has four strands:

Children & Young People





Safer & Stronger Communities





Healthier Communities & Older People

Economic Development (LEGI – Local Economic Grant Initiative)

· The Agreement needs to be agreed by the local community and through the LSP

· The Economic Development and Enterprise Block – at present the focus is on priorities and outcomes. These include: economic initiatives, worklessness and [local] enterprise improvements

· Funding streams would ‘come in’ through the LAA and be focused on the agreed outcomes

· At present the funding streams are through LEGI. However, it may be possible to negotiate with emda the use of Single Pot funding through the LAA

· May also negotiate funding through the PSA

· Nottinghamshire County Council is looking through economic strategies and identifying current themes and mapping these out

· On 22 July 2005 NCC will be meeting with the Alliance SSP, GNP, emda, LSC and LSP representatives to discuss possible outcomes of the LAA

· Once this is complete it will then be necessary to identify what funding streams could come through the LAA, and agree these with government. 

Gill Blenkinsop stated that it might be more appropriate to pick four or five priorities and focus on their delivery.

Roger Ranson stated that it would be useful to look how other organisations are developing work as part of the LAA. RR also stated that government is looking to work collaboratively and that Bassetlaw DC, and Bassetlaw LSP has a track record of effective partnership working.

Lianne Evans reported that it would be necessary to identify crosscutting themes. Sustainable development, and tourism in particular.

CM agreed that cross cutting was important, and that the LAA also allows for, and encourages partnership work with other organisations e.g. Job Centre Plus.

As part of the work to identify priorities and outcomes the group looked through the LAA outcome framework for the Economic Development & Enterprise Block. Please see Appendix A.
4.
BLSP Conference Report

It was reported to the group that a lot of very useful information came through the conference, and that many crosscutting themes were identified. These themes will be adopted in to sub-group action plans.


The main theme that was identified was marketing and the dissemination of information.

5.
AOB

RR reported that Paul Mallatratt has taken up post as the Turbine Manager. Russell Slater has taken up post as Town Centres Manager.

RR reported that RHADS is going well and that the development of a Masterplan is being investigated - to include economic benefits and environmental impacts.

RR has also met with Phil Fone to discuss the development of logistics related courses, and possible funding streams that could be used for logistics and construction. RR to discuss with Simon Hall at the Alliance SSP.

Action Plan Update by Roger Ranson
B.1
Start up business advice seminar 27 October 2005, Retford Town Hall 


Women in business advice seminar 16 November 2005, Retford Town Hall

C.1
Bassetlaw has been invited to be part of the Sheffield City Region as part of the Northern Way.

D.1
Progressing well

D.2
Hull trains are in talks around possible developments of Retford Train Station.

E.1
Progressing well. Number of good enquiries. Close work continues with the SSP.

G.1
Cllr Bowles reported that there has been a book launch documenting the history of the Pilgrim Fathers. Cllr Bowles also expressed the need to develop Bassetlaw, in particular Retford, as a centre for Pilgrim Fathers, and that the author of the book would be willing to contribute if necessary.

9. Dates of 2005 meetings


	7 September, 3pm – 5pm, Ceres Suite, Worksop Town Hall
	Agenda TBC

	9 November, 3pm – 5pm, Ceres Suite, Worksop Town Hall
	Agenda TBC
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BLSP Economic Regeneration Sub-Group


6 July 2005


3pm – 5pm


The Employment Skills Centre, 


North Notts College,














