The Bassetlaw Rural Enterprise Development (BRED) Project

This rural business regeneration project is largely funded by the Alliance SSP and European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and targeted at the five largest villages in Bassetlaw – Tuxford, Harworth-Bircotes, Carlton-in-Lindrick, Langold, and Misterton. 

The BRED project offers assistance to traders in a number of ways:

· Shop Front & Window Display grant scheme - 14 businesses have received grants with 40 others in progress.

· Business Development grant scheme - 16 businesses have received grants with 20 other in progress.

· ICT/Web initiative - 13 businesses currently in progress with a further 9 registered.
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In total 100 businesses have been visited and consulted during the project to date. This project has assisted in the creation of 9 new jobs, 19 safeguarded jobs and 1,279m2 of refurbished space. Grant revenue expended to date is £34,104 to date and total project revenue is in line with original forecasted expenditure.

Examples of the projects BRED has been involved with include: 

· The organisation of this year’s Harworth Christmas Lights Extravaganza

· Instigating the potential re-development of Langold Country Park

· Harworth Shop & Pub Watch

· Campaigning to protect areas/buildings for retail/business use

· Pressing for improvements in signage

· Lobbying to protect areas within the local development framework for community/business benefit

· Researching and trying to resolve derelict land/buildings.

· Contacting Nottinghamshire County Council Building Better Communities Scheme to ensure improvements carried out are in line with local opinion.
· Establishing links with various regulatory bodies in order to provide effective assistance and break down perceived barriers.

· Formulating a Village Centre Association constitution

For more information contact Nick Vass, Bassetlaw District Council on 01909 533721.

