Advice and Information Event

28th April 2004

The organisation of this event was done in partnership although it has to be said that Focus on Young People in Bassetlaw took on the lead role.

Over one hundred and twenty organisations who support young people through the service they offer or the activities they provide were invited to attend. Eighty positive replies were received and seventy-four organisations exhibited on the day. The event was primarily aimed at young people aged between 8 – 25 years.

Examples of those involved were health and social care agencies, counselling services who support young people, together with many and varied organisations who provide opportunities and activities for young people.

Many provided an inter-active exhibition including a mock fishing exercise and trampolining. All exhibitors had visual displays and leaflets containing contact details for visitors to take away. Most of the stands were ‘manned’ throughout the day although due to staffing resources some simply chose to leave a display which was erected before the start of the event and collected at the finish.

A large marketing exercise took place before the event including poster and flyer distribution to all Bassetlaw Schools. Every county councillor, district councillor and parish councillor was invited to attend, advertisements in the local press and radio. Despite the efforts made by the planning group the numbers of young people attending was disappointing, although those who did attend gained much from the experience.

The Bassetlaw Leisure Centre in Worksop was an excellent venue with plenty of space for exhibitors and activities. Refreshments were provided and the staff of the Leisure Centre very helpful and supportive.

The atmosphere throughout the day was excellent and undoubtedly the event provided a wonderful opportunity for professionals and volunteers to network. Feedback from those involved was very positive, this type of event, is clearly, something that most people involved would like to see on an annual basis.
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