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Bassetlaw Partnership for Health

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 18th July 2005   10am – 12 noon

The Hurst, Cheapside, WORKSOP

Present:

Louise Newcombe
 Bassetlaw PCT      (Chair)

Nicole Chavaudra
 Bassetlaw PCT

Michael Newstead
 Bassetlaw Community & Voluntary Services

Andrew Tatham

                Bassetlaw Community & Voluntary Services

Graham Jackson

                Bassetlaw District Council  

Jan Harding                                      Bassetlaw Working with Carers
  

David Whitham                                Social Services

Chris Shaw                                       Bassetlaw District Council  

Chris Booth


                Bassetlaw District Council 

Jane Zdanowski                               North County Council

Wendy Balandis

                Bassetlaw District Council

Helen Hughes

                Bassetlaw PCT     (Minute Taker)  

Apologies:

Sharon Stoltz

              Bassetlaw PCT

Mary Mitchell                                Doncaster & Bassetlaw NHS Foundation Trust

Lesley Thorlby

              Bassetlaw Community & Voluntary Services

Welcome and Introductions:

The group introduced themselves.

Matters Arising:

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed to be a correct record.

Matters Arising:

Carers Event

Jan Harding informed the group that 70 people attended the carers event on the 

14th of June 2005 at the Elms Hotel.  The general view was that the event had been very worthwhile, for both carers and middle management.  There is now only £95.00 left in the budget.  A review meeting for the next event took place on the 5th of July 2005.  She would be putting a proposal to the partnership for further funding of £1,000.00 in order that an event could be organised for the National Carers week in June of 2006.

Housing Health and Homeless Strategy:

Sharon Stoltz has found funding for an event to raise awareness of homeless people.

BHLCN Presentation:

Wendy Balandis gave a presentation on the Healthy Living Centre.  It’s history and the proposal for the future.

The Presentation had been prepared for the 21st of March 2005 meeting.  As it was postponed alterations to bring it up to date as follows:-

· Website and Leaflets are now accessible

· Display boards have been sourced

The group had a discussion about the eight projects concerned and were interested to find there was under spend on a number of these projects. There was reassurance that the project managers had plans in place to ensure the funding would be spent within the time restraints. Concern was shown that the quarterly monitoring forms to NOF had missed their deadline of May and the group set a new deadline of the end of July for their submission.  This had to be the priority.  The group also stressed that they needed to see written evidence of the ongoing evaluation of the projects.

A letter had been sent to Louise Newcombe with regards to funding of Wendy’s post and it was decided this would be discussed separately after the Bassetlaw Partnership for Health meeting had concluded.

Chris Shaw arrived part way through this discussion.

Action:     District Council to ensure quarterly figures are sent to NOF no later than the 31st July 2005.

                 District Council to provide the partnership with written details of the projects as they progress at each meeting.

Local Area Agreements:

As Sharon Stoltz was on holiday a briefing paper had been prepared.  A general discussion took place.  The County Council are now required by the government to enter into Local Area Agreements.  It is understood that LAA’s are extremely complex; David Whitham handed out a draft table for discussion on Healthier Communities and Older People, and this was given a good response as a guide. 

It was confirmed that Sharon Stoltz would be the BPfH lead on LAA’s.

There was concern that the County targets may clash with the District targets.  And that Bassetlaw District did not lose out due to its different needs to other districts.  However, due to both Bassetlaw and County representation of the BPfH, this should not happen.  It was decided to invite Cathy Harvey to the next meeting to give a county wide prospective.
Action:   Louise Newcombe to invite Cathy Harvey to the next meeting.

Marketing of our Key Initiatives

There are a number of areas where we are exceeding targets and it was decided that this should be publicised.  Case studies were also put forward as a good way in which to engage the media in areas such as:-

· Smoking Cessation

· Drug Services

· Carers Event

· Healthy Living Centre

· Accident Event

Action:   Louise Newcombe and Andrew Tatham to put together a plan of action.

Keeping Warm and Well Proposal

Bassetlaw has the highest success rates in the Country for referral of the elderly to a related scheme, however, it was recognised that there is more to be achieved in reaching the most vulnerable in our society.

Enact Energy have put forward a proposal to reach these people.  The main problem the group had was that this company is a profit-making organisation and there was great concern about the partnership endorsing such an organisation.  Group members had a major problem with getting a monetary incentive to refer to the company when it was felt that this should be happening as routine.  The Energy Advice Centre at High Peak are a non-profit organisation and that promoting them would be a better course of action.  

Graham Jackson left meeting.

Action:   Chris Shaw to discuss with the Energy Advice Centre at High Peak on a way to take this forward

Review of the Action Plan

Andrew Tatham suggested that in future information about West Bassetlaw Sure Start should form part of the monitoring of the Action Plan because of the developments with regard to Children’s Centres.

Action:   Andrew Tatham to keep members up-dated.

BLSP Conference Report

The partnership was advised that overall the event had a positive feel to it, and that the morning session was exceptionally good.  The LSP groups were intermingled and there seemed to be an enormous amount of good will.  The afternoon had proved to be more challenging.  This needs to be an annual event.

Any Other Business

Annual Event

Andrew Tatham advised the group that the annual event was to take place on 

Tuesday the 29th November 2005 at Retford Town Hall.

Action:   Andrew Tatham and Nicole Chavaudra to arrange a meeting to establish a planning group.

Failed GP Practice in Manton

A discussion took place on the failed GP practice in Manton, this was considered to be a great loss, and is still very much needed.  It was felt the people of Manton  wanted their own GP Surgery.  Michael Newstead felt that in Health terms this is the most important thing that could happen. However it is now very unlikely this will become a reality.

John Mann is putting together an initiative at Portland School.  Richard Penney is to attend a meeting on Friday the 22nd of July to discuss the process of getting this project up and running.  A number of services are being considered on the site, all of which are in connection with improving health.  It may be possible to make this a base for some health services.  There are to be new football pitches built and a dance studio considered.

Flu Pandemic

The group was advised that Vivienne Carmichael has been looking into the response to the possibility of a flu pandemic.

Time and Date of Next Meeting

Monday 19th September 2005 

10am to 12 noon

The Hurst, Cheapside, Worksop

HEALTHY LIVING CENTRE NETWORK

The District Council Took over the Chair of the Meeting

Discussion on addition funding for Wendy Balandis – Health Lifestyle 

Co-Coordinator.

Chris Booth explained to the group that Wendy was an invaluable member of the Healthy Living Centre team; she was employed to work two days per week in what he felt was a five-day week post.  She had developed linkages with the eight project managers and  was in the field promoting healthy lifestyles.  If given the extra time Wendy could look for other funding.

There had been discussions with the Big Lottery Fund and they had agreed in principle that some of the £9,000.00 under-spend could be used to fund more hours.

Whilst the partnership agreed that Wendy did indeed need more hours, there were concerns on her management support.  It was discussed that letters to the chief executive of the PCT should not come from Wendy but from a senior manager.  

There was great concern about how her work was being prioritised, and it was again stated that the return to the NOF must be priority and that everything else should be put on hold until these figures had been submitted.

There was a governance agreement that this scheme would report back on the results of the projects.  The group as a whole felt very uncomfortable that exact figures could not be given and agreed that these figures should be brought to the next meeting.

In order to make a decision on this matter it was decided the following information must be given:-

· NOF Letter stating under-spend could be used

· Demonstration that the other projects would not be affected

· Figures to back up the £9,000.00 figure

· Proof of support from Project Managers

So as not to delay this any further Chris Shaw announced that the District Council would underwrite the £9,000.00 until a formal decision had been made.

Action:   The information is to be forwarded to Louise Newcombe who has authotiry from the partnership to make a decision on the partnerships behalf.

.   



