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Skills Fair “A great success”

Hundreds of Bassetlaw residents turned out to the National Fluid Power Centre in Worksop for  the Bassetlaw Skills Fair last week, to seek advice on learning and employment opportunities from the many exhibitors, including learndirect, Sure Start, the University of Sheffield and the Chamber of Commerce.  

The exhibition was part of Adult Learners’ Week 2003, which aims to give people of all ages a taste of training and education opportunities.

The day began with an early breakfast for over 60 business representatives from around the district, to promote training and life-long learning in the workplace. 

The Business breakfast was followed by a voluntary sector meeting to encourage voluntary organisations to spread the word on the training and employment opportunities available to Bassetlaw people.

The day culminated in the Bassetlaw Life-long Learning Awards. “Look North” presenter Harry Gration supported the event, attending the exhibition from 5pm. The organisers are very grateful to Harry who fulfilled the role of Master of Ceremonies brilliantly and spent a lot of time talking to Bassetlaw people as well as sharing experiences from his own broadcasting career. 

Nominations for award winners of all ages flooded in from schools, colleges, local businesses, voluntary groups, councillors, charities, training centres, employment agencies and 

sports clubs. With over 100 Bassetlaw individuals and organisations commended for their learning success The awards were presented by leading lights in that particular field.

Leader of Bassetlaw District Council and Chairman of Bassetlaw Local Strategic Partnership, Councillor Graham Oxby said:

“It was a marvelous day from very early on until late in the evening.  A  wonderful event, highlighting a wide range of skills and opportunities available in Bassetlaw. This is an example of the high quality, high profile initiatives the LSP will bring to Bassetlaw”. 

- - - ENDS - - -

Note to editors:

Adult Learners’ Week 2003 is the 12th annual celebration of adult learning in the UK. It is co-ordinated by NIACE and core-funded by the Department for Education and Skills, the European Social Fund and learndirect.

NIACE, the National Institute of Adult Continuing Education is a registered charity and represents the interests of all adult learners.

learndirect is co-ordinated by the University for Industry. Calls are free on 0800 100 900 which is open 8am to 10pm all week long, all year round.

For further information about learndirect, call Paula Hardwick on 0114 224 3827
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