MINUTES OF THE LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

EDUCATION AND LIFELONG LEARNING GROUP

17 April 2002 

4.30pm

NATIONAL FLUID POWER CENTRE 

NORTH NOTTS COLLEGE

	
	 Attendance

	
	

	
	Fran Walker (Chair)

North Notts College 

	
	Reverend Paul Bagshaw

Retford Local Area Forum

	
	Gillian Blenkinsop 

Bassetlaw District Council

	
	Kevin Cooper 


Notts Rural Community Council

	
	Nicola Corbett


Learning and Skills Council

	
	Liz Cousins


Notts County Council

	
	Gillian Dinsey 


Bassetlaw District Council

	
	Councillor John Shepherd        Bassetlaw District Council

Helen Goldsborough 

Local Learning Centre

	
	David Gregory


Learning and Skills Council

	
	Sylvia Lilley 


Bassetlaw Training Agency

	
	Lucia Lorente


European Officer, BDA

	
	Margaret Morris


North Notts College

	
	Michael Newstead

BCVS

	
	Janet Northover


North Notts Learning Partnership

	
	Peter Novakovic


North Notts College

	
	Rob Packer 


NCC Senior Youth Worker

	
	John Payne 


Bassetlaw District Council

	
	Roger Ranson


Bassetlaw Development Agency

	
	Linda Turner


NCC Libraries, Archives & Information

	
	David Underwood

ITS 4U

	
	Robin Woodhead 

Priory Primary School

	
	

	1.
	Apologies

	
	

	
	Paul Buck                                           Portland Comprehensive School

	
	Malcolm Kesterton                             Nottinghamshire County Council 

	
	

	2.
	Minutes of the Last Meeting 
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as a correct record. 



	3.
	Matters Arising

	
	

	
	The Basic Skills pathfinder project Notts County Council has been completed.  It was confirmed that the Learning and Skills Council has a statutory responsibility for promoting the attainment of basic skills.  They have produced a Basic Skills Strategy which details how it will co-ordinate this activity. 



	
	

	4.
	Princes Trust

	
	

	
	The Princes Trust volunteer fund has secured 2 projects within the area; the Fire and Rescue Service will be leading on the projects. The projects are in urgent need of transport and premises.  Members of the Sub-Group were asked if they could help with these requirements.  The posts needed to run the projects will be advertised as soon as possible.

	
	

	5.
	Skills Needs

	
	

	
	Research Project

Government Office for the East Midlands has supported a project to assess  educational attainment and skills needs in Bassetlaw.  The research report will be presented on 22 May 2002 at a launch event hosted by North Nottinghamshire College.

	
	Funding Opportunities



	
	Lucia Lorente-Arnau, European Officer for North Nottinghamshire College and Bassetlaw District Council, advised the Sub-Group of a funding opportunity that could assist the delivery of the Sub-Group’s objectives.  European Social Fund Objective 3 focuses on skills, training, equal opportunities and non-mainstream projects for deprived areas with no geographical restrictions.  An event on 3rd May at Edwinstowe House organised by the Learning and Skills Council is aiming to help organisations understand the new financing rules and co-financing. Lucia is prepared to run a local training course if needed.

	
	

	
	The European Social Fund is appropriate to support the delivery of the majority of the Education and Lifelong Learning Group’s Action Plans.  The fund focuses on increasing skills and learning, identifying gaps in the delivery of learning opportunities and finding new ways of working with excluded communities. 

	
	

	
	Additional funding is available to promote the provision and take up of basic skills training from EMDA.  The Learning and Skills Council is to submit a proposal to EMDA by 15 May. There is approximately £6 - £7 million additional funds available, with the next round of funding available in July.  This funding can be used to support projects for up to 2 years. 

	
	

	6.
	Action Plan

	
	

	
	All nine-sub groups of the Local Strategic Partnership are developing action plans.  The Education and Life Long Learning Sub Group is committed to taking action which adds value.  

The aim of the workshops organised by CLES is to bring out the key themes of all the Sub- Group’s Action Plans which will form the basis of the Community Strategy.   

	
	

	7.
	LSP Workshops

	
	

	
	Requests had been made for people to attend the LSP Development Workshops being held on 2, 3, 13 and 17 May 2002.  

	
	

	
	The workshops offer the chance to find out more about the LSP process and the work being done by the other Sub-Groups and to work on the draft Community Strategy. 

	
	

	8.
	14-19 Education

	
	

	
	Peter Novakovic from North Notts College, presented a summary of a Green Paper, published in February 2002.  The Paper sets out a vision to improve the educational opportunities for 14 to 19 year olds. -  not simply in schools.

The Green Paper is a response to the varied needs of young people for a range of vocational and purely academic opportunities.

The Paper recognises the value of vocational training opportunities with equal status to academic qualifications.

Organisations delivering training opportunities for young people are encouraged to be flexible and innovative and a flexible programme of training is to be piloted in Bassetlaw.



	9.
	Anytime, Anywhere Learning

	
	

	
	David Gregory from the Learning and Skills Council discussed the merits of Anytime, Anywhere learning as a result of his recent visit to the USA.  The Scheme uses IT on a basis for delivering training. 

Kent, Essex, Birmingham and Notts LEAs are all involved in trialling Anytime Anywhere learning projects use IT to improve the learning experience but this approach highlighted gaps between the IT skills of teachers/trainers and their students.   

	
	

	
	Trial projects are in place in Newark and Sherwood, with IT Champions and technical support.  It is hoped to run similar schemes in Bassetlaw.

	
	

	10.
	ICT in Schools 

	
	

	
	David Underwood from ITS4U discussed the need for increased technology in schools.  There appears to be a skills gap between children and their teachers and parents.  Issues such as maintenance and equipment support, broadband availability and the use of IT suites in schools after normal hours were discussed.

	
	

	
	The project EN-prove it provides up-to-date recycled computers at incredibly reduced costs.  Contact  01623 666710.  The project is supported by SRB funds.

	
	

	
	Fran Walker gave feedback on a proposed bid to SRB for a mobile IT unit. 

	
	

	11.
	Adult Learners' Week 10th Anniversary

	
	

	
	12 May 2002 celebration 16 page newspaper in next fortnight – free delivery to all in North Notts, different types of activities.

	
	

	12.
	Community Strategy Consultation Programme

	
	A draft Community Strategy will be ready by the end of June 2002.  A wide scale consultation programme will take place in September/October 2002 with the final Strategy available by Autumn 2002.



	13.
	Suggested Agenda Items for the Next Hub Meeting 

Princes Trust

	
	GOEM Project

	
	ICT

	
	PFI Bid

	
	

	14.
	Questions, Feedback and Future Actions 

	
	

	
	Terms of reference and LSC Executive Summary circulated with minutes 

Gillian Dinsey                                                                                                                     

	
	Mobile IT facility proposal within next few months

Fran Walker

	
	School Heads and Deputies to be contacted re an IT in Schools Sub Group 

Gillian  Blenkinsop  

                                                                                                                  

	
	NCC Adult learning plan to be circulated.

	
	

	
	Web based forum/ bulletin board for the Education group has been set up, to register 

	
	Go to www.ITS4U.com/training and follow the instructions. 

	
	

	15. 
	Any Other Business

	
	

	
	There was no other business.



	16.
	Date of the Next meeting 

	
	

	
	19 June 2002 at 4.00 pm for 4.15 pm at the Fluid Power Centre, North Nottinghamshire College.
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