BASSETLAW LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

LEARNING AND SKILLS SUB-GROUP

19 NOVEMBER 2003 

4.00PM – 6.00PM

GRAY ROOM, FLUID POWER CENTRE - NORTH NOTTS COLLEGE

Attending:

Fran Walker (Chair)


North Nottinghamshire College

Pip Beasant



Sure Start

Gillian Blenkinsop


Bassetlaw District Council

Julie Caley



WEA

Jackie Collins


Sure Start

Nicola Corbett


North Nottinghamshire College


Julie Dallinson


North Nottinghamshire College

Helen Goldsborough

Notts County Council - ACLS

Mike Harborne


Skills For Life Partnership

Malcolm Kesterton


NCC LEA

Jo Lindley



Bassetlaw District Council

Lucia Lorente


BDA / NNC

Michael Newstead


BCVS

Janet Northover


North Notts Learning Partnership

Brian Rossiter


Valley School

Robin Woodhead


Priory C of E Primary School

	50.
	Apologies



	
	Apologies were received from E Crookes, D Wilcox, D Colton, P Elliott, K Farmer, D Gregory, D Hayes, D Lowbridge, G Meares, K Metcalf, J Shepherd, L Turner, B Whittamore.



	51.
	Introductions and Welcome



	
	Fran Walker welcomed members to the meeting.

Fran commented that it was in the interest of the group to meet at different venues and suggested a school venue be arranged for the next meeting.



	52.
	Minutes of the last meeting held on 17 September 2003 



	52.1
	Re 44.4 PFI:

Brian Rossiter confirmed that works were progressing as planned and that the completion dates of 2006 for Retford and 2007 for Worksop were still achievable.  Brian added that a presentation had been given to the Leader of BDC, including proposals for sport and leisure facilities alongside the PFI scheme.  Fran requested a full update to the next meeting.

	52.2
	Re 44.5 Press Coverage:

An update of issues being progressed by the Marketing group was provided:

· Skills Fair group now meeting on a regular basis 

· Publication suggested to illustrate successes within Bassetlaw

· FW trying to arrange a meeting with Julian Smith (BBC) to consider setting up a TV programme of the area

· 14-19 Pathfinder – awareness to be raised.

Any other ideas for publicity to be forwarded to FW/GB.



	53.
	Updates



	53.1
	Sure Start Work Shadowing Scheme



	
	A brief summary was provided on the scheme which had taken place during w/c 20 October.  Parents involved had completed both individual and group evaluations and were now creating CVs with the help of an advisor from Guidelines.

Pip referred to page 3 of the report, commenting that although self-esteem amongst the group was generally low, the qualification level was high and that the pilot had given the group the opportunity to consider alternative future career options.  

Referring to the Wednesday Women group, Jackie stated that this was a model which could be used to raise aspirations in other local communities if funding could be generated.  

Fran thanked Jackie and Pip for their report and looked forward to future updates.



	53.2
	Basic Skills

Nicky Corbett informed the group that the college had appointed further full-time staff over the past year in order to move ahead with the Skills For Life agenda.  Nicky further commented on the growth of ESOL, stating that more provision had now been put on during evenings and Saturdays to accommodate demand.  (NC to provide further information to Robin Woodhead).

Mike Harborne had been invited to attend the meeting to provide a brief background on a relatively new organisation, the Skills For Life Partnership.  Mike stated that one of the key priorities of the partnership was a countywide action plan to improve basic skills practise and take-up.

He explained that the partnership is made up of a strategic group with 2 sub-groups, 2 standing working groups and an IAG advocacy group.  Mike reported that the next stage of the process for the partnership would be for the strategic group to meet in January to agree activity against proposed objectives in order for a fully agreed business plan to be produced by the end of February 2004.  

Fran suggested a full presentation be made to the next meeting, by which time the consultation process would be complete.  Further information was available on the website (www.ns4lp.org.uk).

Lucia Lorente announced that £400,000 was available for basic skills projects.  Expressions of Interest to be submitted by 2 January 2004.



	53.3
	Finningley

The outcome of the SSP bid for Finningley was still awaited, however it was thought likely the bid would be successful.



	53.4
	Funding Opportunities

Lucia tabled background documentation on the European Social Fund, containing timetable details for submission of tenders, and changes to bidding rounds during the last year due to the introduction of co-financing.  Lucia asked members to contact her with ideas/suggestions for expressions of interest by the due date of 2 January.

Fran commented that funding was also available in Bassetlaw through the Nottinghamshire Community Foundation.  Further information could be obtained from the BCVS website.

Referring to the report ‘Funding Opportunities for Bassetlaw’, Helen Goldsborough requested members add to the document and suggested an updated report be presented to the next meeting.



	54.
	NEBA Presentation

This item of business was deferred.



	55.
	Presentation on 14-19 Pathfinder 

Janet Northover delivered a detailed presentation on the 14-19 Pathfinder project.  The three main aims of the project are:

· to set up innovative vocational courses for 14-19 year olds

· to maximise the full potential of e-learning

· to develop innovative proposals for engaging employers.

Janet explained that the project was to be run in the four LSP areas of Mansfield, Ashfield, Bassetlaw and Newark & Sherwood with each area contributing to and supporting the 14-19 agenda through a community-wide approach.  

Following the presentation, Janet announced that the NNLP had been approached by GOEM to submit a two page proposal to undertake a Learning Communities pilot project aimed at developing learning clubs within the local community.  Fran commented that this would be another way to raise aspirations in Bassetlaw, and to gain publicity for the LSP.  There were no objections to the proposal.  

Janet concluded by reporting on an additional bid to be resubmitted to the SSP called Aim Higher.  This project would provide a vocational route to higher education for 18-30 year olds.  



	56.
	Community Strategy – A Learning Place



	
	Comments on the paper were invited for the next meeting.



	57.
	Any Other Business



	57.1
	The Bassetlaw Skills Fair working group were now meeting on a regular basis.  The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 13 January 2004 at 1.30 pm at Retford Town Hall.



	57.2
	Fran requested members’ email contact details be updated (GB/JL)



	57.3
	On behalf of primary schools in the area, Robin Woodhead pointed out that there was currently no funding to support the needs of young children.  He asked the group to consider options available to help raise aspirations of under 14s.



	
	Fran thanked everyone for a very useful and informative meeting.



	58.
	Date and Time of Next Meeting



	
	Tuesday 27 January 2004 at 4 pm

Venue: Valley School (tbc)


