BASSETLAW LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

LEARNING & SKILLS SUB-GROUP

17 September 2003 

4.00PM – 6.00PM

CARLTON VILLAGE HALL, CARLTON

Attending:

Fran Walker (Chair)


North Nottinghamshire College

Paul Bagshaw


Retford Local Area Forum and Churches

Pip Beasant



Sure Start

Gillian Blenkinsop


Bassetlaw District Council

Julie Caley



WEA

Jackie Collins


Sure Start

Nicola Corbett


North Nottinghamshire College

Elaine Crookes 


Portland School

Arthur Deakin


Bassetlaw Education Consultants 

Don Hayes



Enable

Malcolm Kesterton


NCC LEA

Jo Lindley



Bassetlaw District Council

Janet Northover


North Notts Learning Partnership

Sharon Paradine


BDA/NNC

Brian Peto



Learning and Skills Council

Rachel Reynolds


IAG Pathfinder

Brian Rossiter


Valley School

Nicola Simpson


NCC

Linda Turner



NCC Principal Librarian, Bassetlaw

Barrie Whittamore


GOEM

Don Willcox



NEBA

	42
	Apologies



	
	Denise Coulton, Dukeries Training Agency; Heather Downey, LSC; Pauline Elliott, BDC; Kath Farmer, NCC; Stuart Hood, Wilkinson Hardware Ltd.; Lisa Hunter, BDC; Debbie Lowbridge, Probation Service; Keith Metcalfe, Employment Law Service; Michael Newstead, BCVS; Jacqui Stafford, Soroptimist International; Julian Stocks, North Notts Youth Disaffection Partnership; T Stockwell, Jobcentreplus; R Woodhead, Worksop Priory CofE Primary School; Jane Young, Connexions.



	43
	Introductions and Welcome



	
	New members were welcomed to the group.  Thanks were given to Brian Peto for attending the meeting to give a presentation. 

F Walker would be considering future membership of the group with G Blenkinsop – feedback to next meeting.

	44
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 26 June 2003



	44.1

44.2
	Re 34.3 Food Technology Centre:

Work had commenced on site 17 Sept.

FRESA:

F Walker had met with Alex Slater of EMDA, to progress initiatives which the group would be involved with:

· HE

· Marketing

· Basic Skills



	44.3
	NELI:

A brief update was provided.  An e-team had been appointed and were currently working on curriculum materials for use online.  Early stages of infrastructures now in place.



	44.4
	Re 34.4 PFI:
An update on the PFI project was tabled for information.



	44.5
	Re 37 Press Coverage:

Disappointment was expressed at the negative publicity constantly being reported by the Worksop Guardian.  B Rossiter was requested to join the Marketing Group to progress concerns.  B Whittamore would provide feedback to the next meeting following contact with Corby, who had experienced similar issues.



	44.6
	Re 40.8 Pathfinder Bid:

A 14-19 Pathfinder had been awarded for North Nottinghamshire.  Full report to be provided to next meeting (agenda item – J Northover/A Deakin).



	45

45.1
	Updates 

Sure Start Work Shadowing Scheme



	
	J Collins briefly summarised the programme, which would be run during National Parents Week (20-24 October), and would comply with the 4th aim of Sure Start – “to ensure that the number of workless households in the area is reduced”.  The pilot scheme would be run as a short course and would include 1 day in a work placement undertaking work shadowing.  ACLS were to provide funding for the day.  Tremendous support had already been received for the project and suggestions for publicity were welcomed.  (JC/PB to provide details to B Whittamore, who would publicise through Government Office).  Further report to next meeting.



	45.2
	Basic Skills Action



	
	Discussions had taken place with Mike Harbourne (Basic Skills Pathfinder).  A strategic planning away day for basic skills was planned for 23 September.  D Hayes reported on an OCN course for voluntary organisations to enable staff to deliver different levels of basic skills in the community.  Pathfinder and Basic Skills to be an agenda item at the next meeting (GB).

	45.3
	Finningley – bid to SSP



	
	Following the SSP’s invite for expressions of interest, a working group had been formed and had produced the ‘Top Flight’ bid, which had been submitted by the due date of 18 July.  Bids had been scored under three categories.  The Top Flight bid was scored as requiring further development, and had been resubmitted in instalments.  The outcome of the scoring process was awaited.  S Paradine thanked everyone who had contributed to the submission of the bid and expression of interest.



	45.4
	Funding Opportunities



	
	This item of business was deferred.  Information to be circulated to group (H Goldsborough).



	45.6
	Princes Trust



	
	Works were being progressed with the Fire Service to secure programmes in Bassetlaw.  G Blenkinsop updated the group on the work of ‘Team’ in North Nottinghamshire to provide extra development for 16-25 year olds both in the work place and unemployed.  A Team Leader was currently being recruited, which could be on a secondment basis, and help was requested in providing funding for this role as well as supplying a venue for the Team to work from, a computer with internet access and a minibus.  Any offers of assistance to ensure the programme runs in Bassetlaw, to be forwarded to G Blenkinsop.



	45.7
	NEBA



	
	D Willcox informed the group that alternative funding for the Learning Through Work project was being sought.  The project would involve targeted placements with learning outcomes via Beacon schools. 

An online work experience database was being produced containing details of placements, which all schools would eventually be able to access.

The third initiative reported on was the completion of three virtual placement CD roms.  These had been presented to GOEM and the DfES and would be going out to all schools in the area.  It was hoped that a further five CD roms would be available in the near future.  (Agenda item next meeting)



	46
	Action Plan for the Group



	
	Members of the group were requested to consider the action plan and return to G Blenkinsop/J Lindley with comments by 26 September.



	47
	Presentation from Brian Peto – Measuring Educational Achievement



	
	Brian Peto delivered a presentation giving details of achievement information with specific reference to Bassetlaw, which was available from the LSC and how this could be accessed.  Discussion ensued after the presentation, queries to be followed up (BP).

Hard copies of the presentation were tabled.



	48
	Any Other Business



	48.1
	The next core financing bidding round had been announced.  Expressions of interest were requested by 3 November, full bids to be submitted by 2 January 2004.



	48.2
	Sharon Paradine informed the group that Lucia Lorente would be returning to the post of European Officer from 25 September 2003.

F Walker thanked Sharon for her work over the past year.



	49
	Date and Time of Next Meeting



	
	Wednesday 19 November 2003, 4.00pm – 6.00pm, at National Fluid Power Centre, Gray Room.


