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	66.
	Apologies

Apologies were received from Rev. Paul Bagshaw, Christians Together in Retford; Lesley Bradford, Employment Service (Worksop); Nicola Corbett, Learning Skills Manager NNC; Denise Coulton, Dukeries Training Agency; David Gregory, LSC Notts; Lisa Hunter, BDC; Debbie Lowbridge, Probation Services; Keith Metcalfe, Employment Law Service; Rachel Reynolds, IAG Pathfinder; Linda Turner, NCC Libraries; Barrie Whittamore, GOEM; Robin Woodhead, Priory CofE Primary School.



	67.
	Minutes of the last meeting held on 27 January 2004 



	
	The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record.



	68.
	Matters Arising



	68.1
	Re 62.2 PFI:

The LEA had commenced the evaluation process to reduce the number of bidders for the construction works, from three to two.  The outcome would be announced at the beginning of April.  Specifications for the Worksop schools and the Post 16 Centres had been submitted.

FW requested a press release be included in the ‘Success Stories in Bassetlaw’ publication, which would be circulated with the Bassetlaw News at the end of April.  



	68.2
	Re 62.3 Finningley:

It was hoped Meteor House would be open by July 2004.  The first meeting of the sub-group was scheduled to take place on Wednesday 10 March – report back to next meeting (FW/KH).  Peel Holdings and Directions Finningley had both expressed interests in involvement with the Skills Fair.



	68.3
	Re 62.5 Learning Communities:

Activities progressing although official start date of September 2004.



	68.4
	Re 63 Basic Skills Partnership:

Draft Skills For Life Partnership objectives were tabled.  M Harborne to attend next meeting.



	69.
	Virtual Work Placement Presentation



	
	D Wilcox introduced Carol Knock from NEBA to the group.  

Carol explained some of the issues surrounding work experience placements for 14-16 year olds, particularly in rural locations where only a small base of employers were available to contribute to the educational requirement to deliver 5 days of enterprise.  Health and safety issues were also a problem when young people visited organisations for periods of 1-2 weeks.  Therefore NEBA had produced three CD Roms to enable virtual work experience to be carried out in schools, focussing on Science in the Workplace, Leisure and Tourism and Business and Enterprise.  A fourth CD was currently in production relating to ICT. 

The Chair thanked Carol for the presentation.



	70.
	14 – 19 Pathfinder



	
	An update on the 14-19 Pathfinder in Bassetlaw was provided by J Northover.  Alternative sources of funding would be required for the current year 9.  Suggestions for Bassetlaw employer links to be involved with the student apprenticeship scheme were requested (to D Wilcox).  



	71.
	Skills Fair Update



	
	FW ran through the format for the day, which would be held on Thursday 20 May 2004 at Retford Town Hall.  The task group continue to meet on a regular basis to progress the organisation of the event.



	72.
	Any Other Business



	72.1
	LLA tabled summary information on 5 ESF bids which had been passed to stage 2 of the bidding round.   The deadline for applications for stage 2 was end March, with outcomes by June 2004.  Funding for successful applications would run from September 2004 to September 2006.  A further bidding round would be announced in the Autumn.



	72.2
	Judi Alderson provided a brief background to the Move On project.  The project had been developed to encourage adults (16+) to obtain the National Certificate in Adult Literacy and Numeracy by providing free taster sessions, courses and tests. 



	72.3
	Good news stories were requested for the first press release (to FW/GB).



	73.
	Date and Time of Next Meeting



	
	Thursday 6 May 2004 at 4 pm at Worksop Priory CofE Primary School.


