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Nicola Corbett
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PFI, NCC

Karen Hodgson
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Valley School

Janet Northover




North Notts Learning Partnership
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Notts County Council

Steve Walker





Valley School

Bob Wallace





Notts County Council

	103
	Introductions and Welcome

Fran Walker welcomed members to the meeting.



	104
	Apologies



	
	Apologies were received from Pip Beasant, Sure Start West Bassetlaw; Cllr Barry Bowles; Lesley Bradford, Employment Service; Denise Coulton, Dukeries Training Agency; Chris Dougill, LSC; Helen Goldsbrough, NCC ACLS; Don Hayes, Enable; Stuart Hood, Wilkinson; Lisa Hunter, Bassetlaw District Council; Keith Metcalfe, Employment Law Service; Margaret Morris, Bassetlaw Learning Community; Shona Neill, Connexions; Michael Newstead, BCVS; Petar Novakovic, NNC; Sharon Oakton, Jobcentre Plus; Rob Packer, NCC Youth Service; Cllr Michael Pugsley, Beverley Squire Wiggins, IAG; Gill Thackerey, NCC Education; Linda Turner, NCC Libraries; Celia West, IAG; Barrie Whittamore, GOEM; Robin Woodhead, Priory CofE Primary.



	105
	Minutes of last meeting and matters arising



	105.1
	Re 94.2 Learning Communities:

The launch of the Bassetlaw Learning Communities had taken place the previous day at Carlton Village Hall.  Funding for 2005/06 had now been received giving a total to date of £23,000.

Members were asked to consider how the initiative could be promoted within their own organisations.  S Walker suggested developing individual learning communities further wide in order to promote lifelong learning.

Action:  Ideas to J Dallinson/J Lindley



	105.2
	Re 94.1:  Barry Bowles and Mike Pugsley from Bassetlaw District Council had been appointed to attend the Learning and Skills Group meetings.



	106
	Tomlinson Report Presentation

Brian Rossiter gave an update on the Tomlinson Report.  The reform would provide open programmes of study and vocationally specific courses leading to 4 levels of diplomas.  The most radical part of the reform would be the assessment process, which would be predominantly teacher-led at entry, foundation and intermediate levels, however assessment at advanced level would remain a balance of external examination and in-course assessment.

It was expected the system would become embedded over the next 15 years.

Fran Walker requested an update to the March meeting.



	107
	PFI Project Update



	
	Jon Hawkitts, PFI Project Manager from Notts County Council, had been invited to attend the meeting to provide a joint presentation with Brian Rossiter on the Bassetlaw PFI Project.  

The decision had been reached to base the Retford Post 16 Centre on the Ordsall site.  Transform Schools had been announced as the preferred contractor.  Works were continuing with Bassetlaw District Council to replace the leisure facilities in both Retford and Worksop.  It was expected that the Retford schools would be completed in 2006 and the Worksop schools and Post 16 Centres in 2007.  The overall project cost real value was reported to be £270 million.  

Dave Harris gave a brief report on developments at Bircotes and Harworth Community School.  The school was to be totally refurbished and would become the country’s first 3-18 school.  The Secretary of State for Education would be visiting the school on Tuesday 9 November.

Fran Walker requested an update on PFI to the March meeting.

A tour of Meteor House took place prior to recommencement of the meeting.



	108
	Community Strategy Annual Report



	
	The Annual Report would be produced and printed by December.  J Lindley requested ideas for case studies to be included in the report.

Suggestions were Skills Fair 2004, Directions Finningley, and Sure Start West Bassetlaw – Bat Book.

Action:  JL to discuss details of case studies with members concerned. 

	109
	Joint Meeting with Economic Regeneration Sub-Group



	
	J Lindley provided feedback from the meeting which had taken place the previous month.  

Action:  JL to circulate presentation by B Peto and Business Link report with minutes



	110
	BLSP Learning & Skills Action Plan Feedback



	
	Information required for the action plan was still outstanding from various people.

Action:  Meetings to be more focussed on Action Plan (FW/JL to progress)



	111
	BLSP Feedback Conference



	
	Volunteers were requested to assist in organising the conference, which would be held in May 2005.  Each sub-group would be allocated a stand in order to showcase their work.



	112
	Any Other Business



	
	There was no other business raised.



	113
	Date of Future Meetings

Tuesday 25 January 2005 1.00-3.00 pm at Bircotes & Harworth Community School

(BLC Report / Manton Pathfinder Report)

Tuesday 29 March 2005 1.00-3.00 pm at Valley Comprehensive School

(PFI / Tomlinson Report Updates)


BLSP Learning and Skills Sub-Group


4 November 2004 


4pm – 6pm


Meteor House, Finningley
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