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   AUGUST 2005 

AS the Divisional Commander for Bassetlaw, Newark and Sherwood I attend many meetings where I hear people’s perception of crime in this area.

I have now been in post for eight months and would like to allay some of those fears.

We have many success stories and effective policing operations, which I want to share with you regularly through open newsletters.

At public meetings, I ask the audience to guess how many burglaries have taken place over the last 24 hours.

People guess 200 or more – a perception, I believe, drawn from unbalanced reporting in the media.  

In a division covering 60 per cent of Nottinghamshire, from Misson in the north to Lowdham 35 miles south, we have an average of just three burglaries a day.

When you consider there are 92,000 homes on the division this is a startling figure, but we are not complacent.

One burglary is one too many. But we know in some cases that burglaries are due to insecurities, where people have left doors or windows open.

The police cannot reduce crime alone. We need our partners and the public to work with us. In both Bassetlaw and Newark and Sherwood we have Community Safety Partnerships, which are going from strength to strength and achieving impressive results.

Nationally, violent crime is on the rise, but locally we saw a two per cent reduction last year.

We sometimes see a large amount of violence in one isolated incident, such as one recently which resulted in 21 offences.

You can be heartened to know that everyone involved was arrested.

Last year we halved the number of drugs offences on the division and operations targeted at illegal drug supply will continue.

In Newark we have recently reached the culmination of months of surveillance work, which has significantly disrupted the town’s drug network. 

We have already arrested and charged 17 people with drug trafficking offences and aim to double that figure. 

The operation, known as Evangelist, involved the local authority, social services, Drug and Alcohol Action Team and Community Safety Partnership and was a prime example of agencies working together to tackle crime.

Over in Bassetlaw, the mining village of Harworth has celebrated its own success. A year ago the Home Office identified Harworth as a Policing Priority Area, which pulled together the police and partner agencies to improve the lives of local residents.

Due to importance of teamwork to achieve long lasting results, the board renamed the PPA Partnership Priority Area. 

Partners rallied to wonderful effect and held regular meetings to discuss joint activity.  

For almost a week in early June there were no burglaries, vehicle crime or assaults reported at all.  

Community involvement was a key to success. Prior to the PPA’s existence there were no Neighbourhood Watch groups in Harworth – there are now more than 30.

Shopkeepers gave their support by joining a Shopwatch scheme.

Although the Home Office has now ceased funding for Harworth PPA the board agreed the initiative had made such an impact in the community that it must continue.  I fully support this and will be looking at how its success can be extended to other areas.

I sometimes hear that people have not bothered to report incidents to the police. I encourage everybody who is a victim of crime to tell us so we can form a true picture of crime in our area.

Criminal damage and anti-social behaviour make up the majority of incidents reported to us. If you have seen something or know who is responsible let us know.

My main message to you is that next time you think about crime remember there were 3,500 less victims of crime in this area last year and the number continues to fall.

There is excellent work going on across this division and I want as many people as possible to know about it.

I look forward to receiving your good news in return.

Divisional Commander for Bassetlaw, Newark and Sherwood

Chief Superintendent Richard Johnson
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